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Bienvenidos, karibu, maligayang pagdating, welkom, haere mai   Term 2 

From the Principal -Te pū kāea a te Tumuaki  IMPORTANT DATES 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

-------------------- 

 
 
 

JULY 2020 
 
 

Mufti Day 
Wednesday 1 July 

(gold coin donation) 
 

Last Day Term 2 
 Wednesday 1 July  

 
 

Learning Conversations  
Thursday 2 July and 

 Friday 3 July  
School closed for instruction. 

 
 

First Day Term 3  
Monday 20 July  

Talofa,   Mālō e lelei,  Mirëdita,   Ahalan,  Goede dag,  Bonjour, Guten Tag, 
Namaste, Kon-nichiwa,  An-nyong,  Ha-se-yo  and a warm welcome to all! 

 
Kia ora tatou 
This is the second to last newsletter of term 2. School closes for instruction next 
Wednesday 1 July, and term 3 begins on Monday 20 July. 
 
It has been great being back at school and getting back into our daily rhythm. 
Over the last few weeks we have eased ourselves into a new normal; 
re-establishing relationships with children and parents and resetting routines and 
learning expectations.  
 
We are looking forward to meeting with parents next week to discuss individual 
children’s strengths and next steps. We are really interested to hear what you 
noticed about your child’s learning over lockdown. 
 

 
 
Strategic Direction 
Many thanks to those of you who completed our strategic direction 
questionnaire. Although only 12% of parents responded there was some great 
feedback which we will consider in planning ahead. 
 
The ideas that came from staff and parents could be ordered under four key 

headings:  

○ Community: School, parent and community groups connecting 

and working in partnership, building relationships and supporting 

each other. 
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○ Curriculum: The shift here is toward a diverse curriculum catering to the arts, sports and cultural events 

with learning based in the community and in authentic contexts. 

○ Climate: Schoolwide climate will be enhanced through focusing on well being, culture, school values and 

making learning fun! Managing challenging behaviours sits under a school climate. 

○ Processes: There are a number of processes that have been identified as needing to be improved. 

Communication is a key area as is our processes around our new enrolments. 

 
Our next steps will be to work with our staff, the leadership team and the Board to tease out what we are going to do 
under each of these headings and how we can resource the different areas. 
 
First Aid 
Children come to the sickbay for many reasons. Often it will be something minor that needs an ice pack, a bit of 
reassurance or a bit of time out. At other times it can be more serious and parents may need to be contacted.  As part of 
our procedures we phone parents for any head wound/bump just as a precaution; we also contact parents if we need 
permission to give panadol etc. For more serious injuries we complete an accident form that you will be asked to sign. 
 
In the past if it has been something minor, requiring a short visit to the sick bay we will not have informed parents 
however we are now introducing a ‘Minor Injury’ slip. These will be given out for those minor visits mentioned above, 
e.g. a scraped knee, a bit of ice needed, some gentle reassurance.  If you find one of these in your child's bag it will show 
the date of their visit to the sick bay and invite you to contact us if you think you would like more information.  
 
Learning Conversations 
School closes for instruction on Wednesday 1 July.  Learning conversations will run across Thursday and Friday of next 
week.  Hopefully you have already arranged for an appointment. If you still need to do this please contact the office. 
 
Draft Enrolment Scheme Amendment 
St Albans School has adopted an amendment to their enrolment zone that is neighbouring our school zone boundary. 
Our community now has the opportunity to view and make comments on this amendment.  Please direct your email to 
the Board Chair via email to:  office@banksave.school.nz.  The closing date for comments is Thursday  
9 July.  To view the amended Draft Enrolment Scheme Amendment, click here.  This amendment will take effect from the 
start of Term 3, 2020. 
 
Flexi Buzz Update 
The Flexibuzz App will not be available to us after Tuesday 30 June.  We are moving to Skool Loop.  This is another user 
friendly easy to use FREE app for schools to communicate with their families.  We are just finalising some of the 
background this week. Shirley Intermediate, Chisnallwood and Waitakiri Schools are also using 
this app.  It made sense for us to be using the same one.  You can download the app now and 
look for Banks Avenue School.   Our first communication on Skool Loop will be Wednesday  
1 July. 
 
Senior Cross Country Results 
The Senior Cross Country was held on Tuesday the 23rd of June for our Year 4 - 6 students. Despite the damp conditions, 
the children put in a fantastic effort in their races and we had a great turn out with supporters cheering the kids on. A 
huge thank you to all the parents who came along and helped with the organisation of the event.  
These were the top 3 placings in each race: 
Year 4 Girls: 

1) Hazel B 2) Claudia F 3) Lily Y 
Year 4 Boys: 

1) Oscar B 2) Karn S 3) Jack E 
Year 5 Girls: 

1) Aria H 2) Isla-Rose C 3) Kayla E 
Year 5 Boys: 

1) Tajimi P 2) Rylan O 3) Joel P 
Year 6 Girls: 

1) Kiera B 2) Verity H 3) Emily H 
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Year 6 Boys: 
1) Oden P 2) Will S 3) Xavier S 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Education Review Office ( ERO) Report 
At the end of 2019 ERO came and reviewed our school looking at; student outcomes, leadership, learning opportunities, 
equity and our curriculum. This review has now been made public. Our full ERO report can be found on our website.  It 
will also be available from the ERO website shortly.  Click here to view the report.  
 
Extract from the report:  
Key strengths of the school  
For sustained improvement and future learner success, the school can draw on existing strengths in: 
• a strongly shared commitment to the equitable learning and wellbeing of students  
• effective leadership that ensures a sense of purpose, clarity of expectations and processes, and builds leadership 
   capacity across the school  
• a rich and responsive curriculum providing authentic contexts and centred on the school values and vision. 
 
This report reflects our school and our values well. It acknowledges our achievements and also reflects the hard work of 
our Banks Avenue team. 
 
I love my job 
This is a picture of Mr E sitting at his desk wearing his invisible cloak. 

 
Can you picture a wee boy's face as invisible Mr E stood up, walked past him into 
the next office, took off his invisible coat and then miraculously appeared? I had 
tears coming down my face.  I love my job. 
 
 
Staffing 
For the last year we have been very fortunate to have Jenny Macdonald working in our school office. This was always a 
temporary arrangement which was extended due to covid 19.  Jen has been an amazing team member, however other 
commitments now require that she leaves us at the end of this term.  
 
We are happy to welcome Lydia Hira to our Banks Avenue team.  Lydia will be our receptionist four days  a week, 
Tuesday to Friday.  We offer Lydia a very warm welcome and look forward to having her in our BAS waka! 
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Which dog do you feed? 

The following analogy can be useful in helping children who worry, have anxiety or focus on the negative things in life.  It 
serves as an important reminder of the power we have over our experiences and emotions. 

An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson about life. “A fight is going on inside me,” he said to the boy. “It is a terrible fight 
and it is between two wolves. One is evil – he is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, 

inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.” 

 He continued, “The other is good – he is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, 
generosity, truth, compassion, and faith. The same fight is going on inside you – and inside every other person, too.” 

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather, “Which wolf will win?” 

The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.” 
 
By exercising our freedom of choice, we can make a life-changing decision of which wolf we want to feed; the good or 
the bad. Do we feed the wolf who is hungry for anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, 
inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego?  

Or do we choose to nourish the wolf of joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, 
generosity, truth, compassion, and faith. The feeling and experience of happiness will come from feeding the good wolf; 
as he becomes bigger and stronger, he will be better equipped to handle life’s challenges. It is a good question to ask, 
“what wolf am I feeding?” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chisnallwood Intermediate Open Night - Wednesday July 29 from 6-8pm 
Justin Fields, Principal at Chisnallwood, has invited parents and year six pupils to an open night next week.  Justin states 

that Chisnallwood: 

1) Provides a wonderful range of opportunities in and outside the classroom. 

2) Has a music programme that is internationally renowned. 

3) Have their own Outdoor Education Centre - Camp Taylor at Takamatua. 

4) That students get the chance to play many different sports and apply for the sports development programme for 

elite athletes. 

5) Provides a technology curriculum which includes robotronics, computer science, hard materials, art, science and 

food technology.  Many of their technology options have extension programmes.  

6) Offers an outstanding tradition of excellence in academic achievement, that includes extension classes for the 

most capable students. 

7) Are part of the Otakaro kahui ako/community of learning which is committed to the best outcomes for all 

students, (Banks Avenue is also a part of this kahui ako).  

8) Offers overseas opportunities and a range of language options. 

9) Provides performing arts opportunities in culture and drama . 

 

Justin looks forward to meeting you at their Open Night for you to see and find out so much more.  
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Adventure Ave Mufti Day - Wednesday 1 July 

Adventure Ave is a community project, in the red Zone, that our senior students have played a key role in developing. 

Next Wednesday we are holding a mufti day to raise funds for our landscaping at Adventure Ave.  

There isn’t a theme, it’s just for fun!  Children are able to hand their gold coin donations into their teacher when they 

arrive at school.  

We are hoping to raise enough funds through gold coin donations to allow us to purchase/organise the building of a 

bench seat. This seat is intended to honour the contribution Evan Smith has made to our Adventure Ave project.  

Evan has had a long association with Banks Avenue School, firstly as a parent and recently as an advocate in his role as 

the Avon-Otakaro Spokesperson. He has worked with our Red Zone Action Team for the last 4 years, firstly on the Avon 

Otakaro River Corridor Project and then on Adventure Ave. Evan has been pivotal in sourcing funds for our project, 

providing vision to the project and liaising on our behalf with the Christchurch City Council.  

It is timely for us to acknowledge and thank Evan for being a true role model of ‘living and learning with HEART’. We are 

so thankful for everything Evan has done on our behalf and the aroha he has shown us. We are so very grateful for his 

mentoring and wisdom with our Red Zone Action Team and his belief in the restoration of our community.  

 

 

 

Shirley District Music School (SDMS) 

Based at Shirley Intermediate School, SDMS has facilitated itinerant music tutoring for children from our area for over 

forty years. Many of the children have continued to play music into secondary schooling and adult life. We often have 

SDMS tutors who first learnt to play through SDMS while they were at primary school. A few vacancies exist for the 

second half of the year.  Children can enrol in SDMS from year 3. SDMS is offering two eighteen month SDMS 

scholarships for year 6 children if they are committed to enrolling at Shirley Intermediate in 2021. 

Application forms for SDMS are available in the admin building.  

 

 

Starting School  

We wish a very warm welcome to Carter, Darshnidevi, Olive 
and Blake of (The Nest) and their families to our Banks 
Avenue School Community. 
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Term 2 HEART  
Value Focus 
Excellence 

 

Hauora  Excellence  Aroha  Respect  Togetherness 

Our school HEART values are central to all that we do at Banks Avenue School.  Once a child has received a HEART token 

they hand it into a collection box in their classroom. Teachers tally and record how many tokens each child earns under 

each of our values. 

- 25 HEART tokens (same value)  - name in newsletter. 
- 50 HEART tokens ( same value)  - a wristband. 
- Two or more wristbands the same - lunch with the principal. 

Ultimately children are trying to earn all five wristbands. Once they have done this and then collected an additional fifty 
tokens they will receive the black HEART wristband, which depicts strong school citizenship. 
 
Twenty Five Tokens   
Hauora:   
Excellence: Jaziah (Roto) 
Aroha:  
Respect:  
Togetherness:  
 
Fifty Tokens These children have earned their wristband this week.  
Hauora: Jackson, Emily and Karishma (Awa) 
Excellence: Ling-Ling (Roto)  
Aroha: Lachie and Jonah (Black Robins); Jayden (Roto); Tai, Amelia and Sophie (Awa) 
Respect: Lilyana and Ben (Black Robins); Kayleigh (Roto); Lucas (Awa) 
Togetherness: Jericho, Alex, Ella, Djuna and Sanam (Black Robins); Chloe, Zion, Charlee, Fletcher and Ruby (Awa) 
 
Black HEART wristband  

A big congratulations to Jackson K of Awa who has earnt his Black Wristband.  
 

Ice Cream with the Principal 

These children have earned double wristbands in term 2. They can bring their lunch to the library on Friday 26 June and I 
will give them an ice cream for dessert. 
 
Charlotte B, Will S, Charlee-May F, Oliver B, Catherine H, Rylan O’D, Joel P, Taylor T, Melinda B, Aiden A, Sofele N, Elijah, 
Ayla N, Hank J, Levi D, Indi B, Luca S, Chris P, Willow B, Daniel L, Solomon T, Rai Rai, Jorja C, Morsal J, Tajimi, Piper McK, 
Nimeet M, Patrick H, Xavier S, Rylan O’D, Verity H, Andy T, Kai Kai O, Jack E, Daniel L, Race R, Maryam A, Makaii W, 
Amelia B, Amber B, Ryder L,  James G, Taani N, Ashley M, Makaii W, Taani N, Callum M, Race R, Holly, Kate B.  
 
 
MATARIKI IN THE ZONE! 
 
Avebury House, Richmond Community Garden and 
Avon-Otakaro Network are hosting an accessible, 
welcoming, winter event highlighting the Otakaro Avon 
River Corridor. We will mark Matariki and aspects of 
Maori Tradition with food, music, activities and a 
week-long lighting display. 
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Updates from the teams and school events 

Team Miro 

Adventure Ave Community event 
On Sunday we are hoping to hold a community event over at Adventure Ave - we will be hut building, sharing a bbq and 
mulching our bike track. Please see the attached flyer and if you are free, we’d love to see you there. This is an 
adventure playground for all of our children and this is a chance for everyone to contribute to its development. After 
Sunday, our bike track should be finished and ready for community use.  
If the weather is inclement this event will be postponed to Term 3.  
 

Canbreathe Education 

Last week the Canbreathe Team took an education session for all of our Team Miro classes. They taught the children 
about asthma, what triggers it, why the body reacts to the triggers and how to care for yourself.  Children also learnt 
how they can help. Thank you Canbreathe for your fun, informative sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCAPE Reactivate Young Artists 

On Monday we hosted Josie Whelan who facilitated an Arts session with our Dudley learners on public art installations. 
Children examined public artworks from across Christchurch and developed their ideas for possible new exhibits.  
 

 

 

 

Other notices 

Absences 
If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our school 
office know using one of the following options:  
Phone:  385 4163 / option 3: Text: 027 422 8032  Email: 
office@banksave.school.nz, or notify us via our website: 
www.banksave.school.nz/absences or Flexibuzz app: www.flexibuzz.com 
 
If your child arrives at school after 9:00am they must check in at the 
office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for unexplained absences in order 
to ensure the safety of all our children. 

Postponements and events 

Banks Avenue School trip or event 
postponements and or cancellations will 
only be advised via Flexibuzz, Facebook and 
as viewed on our website: 
www.banksave.school.nz 
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PTA 
2020 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS - available NOW 
Books are available in digital format only (works on all app capable 
phones) and are $70.00, with 20% from each book coming back to the 
School.  Purchase through our online link: 
http://www.entbook.co.nz/1348e93 
 
Honey 
The BeeKeepers Honey have very kindly offered to support our school 
with their fundraising initiative. Simply order your honey online at their 
website and we will receive 10% of all orders!  This will be an ongoing 
fundraiser so we hope you will make us your go-to for honey needs. 
Know where your honey comes from, support local business and best of 
all save money with their competitive pricing.  
 
Buy online here (www.thebeekeepershoney.nz). Remember to use the 
code BANKSAVEPS to have your honey delivered to school. Orders will 
be able to be picked up outside Room 17 (Keas) each THURSDAY after 
school.  If you can’t make it to pick it up then just send 
Susannah a text 0276782031. 
 
There are lots of other beautiful products so if you’re 
looking for a gift have a look through their website. You 
can pay to have your order shipped directly to you (or 
the person you’re buying for) as well. 
 
Help us help our teachers 
As a group we acknowledge the pressure our community has and may 
continue to experience from the covid-19 lockdown. As such, we have 
made the decision to reduce our fundraising efforts for the remainder of 
the year. Our favourites (discos, pizza days, FlipOut and 
calendars/artwork) are staying but we aren’t going to be adding in any 
extra fundraisers. 
 
Instead we are going to focus on supporting our teachers and students 
through working on a wish list of jobs the teachers (and the PTA) have 
identified. These range from painting different areas to listening to 
children read and even some sewing! To make this happen we are 
hoping you may have some supplies you could donate (or even let us 
know if you would like to help). Please email 
banksavepta@banksave.school.nz or text Susannah at 0276782031 
 
What we need: 

● Paint - white and bright colours (this doesn’t need to be new - 
old paint tins from in the back of the garage are perfect) 

● Shelving or shelving materials (for a school community pantry as 
well as storage for in the discovery shed) 

● Rope  
● Sewing - we would love to be able to whip up some aprons and 

role playing outfits for our juniors. If you have fabric or love 
sewing please get in touch. 

● Dress up costumes - if you have good quality dress ups which 
would fit our younger students please let us know.  

● School time volunteers to provide valuable support for our 
children as they read their books; or sorting of reading books. 

 

 
 
 
 

MISSING FROM KEAS  
ROOM 17/18 

 
If anyone has seen or picked-up by accident 
a very bright blue and yellow raincoat with 

a hood which has a grey lining.  Has the 
name Ethan Hunger on it.  Please return it 

to the office if found.  Thank you! 
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