
Final Newsletter

Bienvenidos, karibu, maligayang pagdating, welkom, haere mai Term 2

From the Principal -Te pū kāea a te Tumuaki IMPORTANT DATES
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

--------------------

July

Wednesday July 6
Chisnallwood Open Night

5:30- 8:00pm

Friday 8
Farewell Hui @ 2pm

Term 3

Monday 25 July
School Closed

Open day 12:00-2:00pm

Tuesday School Closed

Wednesday 27
Official Welcome

Pareawa Banks Avenue Pōwhiri

August

Monday 8 and Wednesday 10 August
Learning Conversations

School closes for instruction at
12:30pm

Kia ora tatou

It is hugely significant to sit in my current office writing the final newsletter for
Banks Avenue School.  The next newsletter I write will be for Pareawa Banks
Avenue School and will be written sitting in my new office in our new school in
Averill street.  Wow!  What a journey.

When I first started at Banks Avenue School as Principal in 2014 I was given the
mandate to design a new school and to get us moved into it.  We were expecting
this to take three years; we were expecting to be in the new school in 2017.  This
has been delayed, across many years, for a number of reasons.  One of the most
significant reasons was having to wait for Shirley Boys to relocate to their new site
before the build of our new school could begin.

We have worked through a rigorous design process, involving visiting many
schools, attending numerous meetings and working with a huge variety of
specialists and agencies.  Parents, staff and community members fed into our
detailed design brief.

After the initial master planning stage we moved into detailed design where we
looked at colours, joinery, finishes, textures, special features and landscaping.
Thousands of decisions have had to be made along the way and regular meetings
have continued across the years and months.

As our time line was pushed out here we had to look at temporary measures to
get us through on this site.  In 2018 we had the outside of the school painted and
new carpets put in some of the rooms.  The delay in the build also allowed us to
prototype collaborative teaching; we knocked out some walls in our rooms and
began teaching together.

Besides working on the design aspect of the new school we have also undertaken
a cultural narrative, which resulted in us being given the name Pareawa by
Tuhuriri.  Pareawa means adorn the banks of the river, literally it refers to the
plants on the river side however figuratively it refers to us, as a school, giving our
tamariki the chance to acquire the skills, knowledge and dispositions they need in
life.

We have consulted on and implemented a uniform change; not only our school
uniform but also our cultural and sports uniforms.
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Our Board has fought for and been successful in retaining the Shirley Boys Gym; an amazing facility to be used by us and
the community.

Our HEART branding has been updated and aligned to our cultural narrative.

We have worked with playground designers and sought funding for our playgrounds so they can be in before we move in.

We have wanted to acknowledge the past and to take parts of our current school with us hence we have the whole school
contributing to an amazing art project at the moment; this is being created here but will be displayed at PBAS.  We are
taking our memorial Cherry Blossom Tree with us and are working on filling our time capsule with memorabilia.  Memorial
bricks are still able to be purchased.  You can pick up a form for these from the office.

Student ceramic tiles

It has been a huge journey!  At times it seemed like we were never going to move into a new environment yet here we
are; three days to go!

A huge thank you to those of you who have helped along the way, filling in forms, giving feedback, helping with
practicalities, supporting staff and accepting the delays we have faced.  We sit on the cusp of exciting new chapters in
Pareawa Banks Avenue history.
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Pareawa Banks Avenue  School - the journey
https://snowgrass.co.nz/cust/school/banks_ave/

Sod turning  February 2021

June 2021

August 2021
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July 2022 - almost finished!

This week:
● The hall floor is laid.
● The library mural is finished.
● Senior staff have had training on the alarms, the plumbing, the heating etc.
● New signage is up, on the admin building and at the front of the school.
● We have met with the council about our traffic plan.
● Keys will be handed over on Friday - we take possession!

Signage at Pareawa Banks Avenue School is up.

Farewell Banks Avenue
This has been a huge week for staff.  On Sunday we had a leaving ceremony where past pupils and staff got to come and
say goodbye to Banks Avenue School.  This week our students and whanau get their opportunity to farewell BAS.  On
Thursday we have a sporting event planned and then our final assembly on Friday.  All whanau are invited to this event.

Thank you to the team of people who have organised for us to have this amazing farewell week.
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What’s Next?
● Next Monday, 11 July,  we are having the school blessed. This is an intimate ceremony with invited guests only.
● During the holidays staff will move from one site to the other.
● Monday 25 July

○ Transition meetings for some students - 10-12pm
○ Open afternoon 12-2pm - all invited.

● Tuesday 26 July school closed
● Wednesday official opening of Pareawa Banks Avenue School.

○ Children assemble at our old site at 9am ready to walk to our new site.
○ Powhiri will begin at Pareawa banks Avenue School at 10am.

● Future projects:
○ A community bike track
○ An all weather cricket turf
○ A school orchard
○ Staff reviewing and refining collaborative teaching so we get the most out of the facilities we have been

provided.
○ School productions in our school hall

Draft Traffic Flow Plan
This week we met with the CCC to discuss our draft traffic
plan.  There have been some changes.
Below I have attached a plan of the student drop off for
Pareawa Banks Avenue.

● The angle parking in front of the school has gone.
The angle parks have been replaced with 3 minute
parallel parks.

● There is a drive-in/drop-off zone on the school
grounds.  Entry is from Averill street only. This will
ONLY be operating before school. There is no
driving into the school grounds at pick up time.  This
is a strong recommendation from the council.  We
will review this decision in Term 3.

● As you drive in there are four drop-off bays outside
the hall.  There is one reserved bay to be kept free at all times.

● There are also 6 other pick-up/drop-off car parks by the staff parking area.
● The rules for using these drop-off are:

○ Drop children off BUT do not  leave your car.
● Once you have left the drop-off bay you can exit one of two ways:

○ Follow the curve around and exit onto Averill Street; left turn only.  If you were to wait to turn right it
would hold up the flow of traffic behind you.

○ Drive out past the staff park area onto North Parade; again left turn only.
● No parents to park in staff car parks.

This is a draft plan only as we need to see how it works and whether we need to make
adaptations for student safety.

Tūmeke Tumuaki
Mr McKay, our BOT chairperson joined the staff in acknowledging Mrs Burnside in her role
as Principal of our school.  He stated just how impressed he is with her and how she goes
about her job, e.g., in her commitment to our students and for all that she has done in
leading our school team and also expressed his gratitude for all of the planning and
preparation she has put into our imminent move.

This photo captures the moment that Mrs Burnside was presented with flowers on behalf
of our Board of Trustees.
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Winning House
Congratulations to Takaroa; you are our winning house this term. You will all receive a lolly pop from your teachers.

Term 1 Term 2 Place

Takaroa 1742 1606 1st

Papatuanuku 1967 1602 2nd

Mahuika 1248 1201 4th

Tawhirimatea 1344 1279 3rd

Learning Conversations
Monday 8 August

1:00 - 7:45pm
School closes for instruction at 12:30pm (lunchtime)

Wednesday 10  August
1:00 - 7:45pm

School closes for instruction at 12:30pm (lunchtime)

The time has come for our mid-year learning conversation involving teachers, parents and children.

Purpose of Learning Conversations:

● Connect with parents.
● Teachers will share students' progress and achievement for the first half of the year.
● Please make sure you have read your child’s school report.
● Work in partnership; how can parents help at home?
● Respond to any parent questions or thoughts?
● Set  future learning/social goals collaboratively (parents, child and teacher).
● These will be recorded by the class teacher and a copy will be emailed to parents.  Please make sure your email

address/s are correct.
An opportunity will be available for parents to have a brief chat with the teacher in private, without the child
present.  If you have something sensitive you would like to discuss with the teacher let them know, if possible
prior to the meeting.

Booking An Interview

Meetings can be booked in two ways, choose one option:

1. Office Booking - complete the attached booking form and send it into the office.

2. Online Booking - www.schoolinterviews.co.nz school code: x7vy6

Illness
Students and staff continue to be struck down with a range of illnesses this winter; most days we have over a quarter of
our tamariki away.  Having said this, our covid numbers remain relatively low.

● If you want RAT tests, call into the office to collect a box.
● Next term we'll send home a box of masks with all year 4-6 students.
● Please continue to notify us if your child tests positive for covid and is at home isolating.
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Meningitis
A school in Christchurch has a suspected case of meningitis.  We have been asked to share this information with families.

Meningitis is an inflammation (swelling) of the protective membranes (meninges) covering your brain and spinal cord. The
swelling from meningitis typically triggers symptoms such as headache, fever and a stiff neck. Get medical help
immediately if you suspect someone might have meningitis.

The initial symptoms are difficult to distinguish from other infectious illnesses, particularly flu-like illnesses. Symptoms
usually progress quickly to a severe illness, often within 24 hours. A person with meningococcal disease may develop:

● Meningitis (inflammation of the membranes around the brain)
● Septicaemia (blood infection)
● Pneumonia (lung infection)

Information about the harmful impacts of the disease can be found here Meningococcal disease | Immunisation Advisory
Centre

Chisnallwood Open Night Tonight - July 6

Kia ora Tatou year six  whanau

I am writing to invite you to the Chisnallwood Intermediate Open Night on Wednesday 6 July from 5:30 - 8:00 pm.

These are some of the reasons why you should attend;

1) We provide a wonderful range of opportunities in and outside the classroom.

2) Our music programme is internationally renowned.

3) We have our own Outdoor Education Centre-Camp Taylor at Takamatua.

4) The students get the chance to play many different sports and apply for the sports development programme for

elite athletes.

5) Our technology curriculum includes robotronics, computer science, hard materials, Art, Science and food

technology. Many of our technology options have extension programmes.

6) An outstanding tradition of excellence in academic achievement.

7) We are part of the Otakaro Kahui ako/community of learning which is committed to the best outcomes for all

students.

8) Overseas opportunities.

9) A range of language options.

10) Performing arts opportunities in culture and drama

We look forward to meeting you on our Open night for you to see and find out so much more.

Kind regards,

Justin Fields

Principal

Chisnallwood Intermediate

The Community Dental Service will be providing limited appointments during the school break at:
Woolston Community Dental Clinic, 11, Hopkins Street, Christchurch

Hornby Community Dental Clinic, 2 Hei Hei Road, Christchurch
You can access these appointments by calling our Contact Centre on 0800 846 983, noting that priority is given
to children with immediate dental needs.
For any dental advice please call the Contact Centre on 0800 846 983 or email commdental@cdhb.health.nz
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Term 2 HEART
Value Focus
Excellence

Hauora Excellence Aroha Respect Togetherness

Our school HEART values are central to all that we do at Banks Avenue School. Once a child has received a HEART token

they hand it into a collection box in their classroom. Teachers tally and record how many tokens each child earns under

each of our values.

- 25 HEART tokens (same value)  - name in newsletter.
- 50 HEART tokens ( same value)  - a wristband.
- Two or more wristbands the same - lunch with the principal.

Ultimately children are trying to earn all five wristbands. Once they have done this and then collected an additional fifty
tokens they will receive the black HEART wristband, which depicts strong school citizenship.

Fifty Tokens These children have earned their wristbands this week.

Hauora: Charlotte F, Madhi A, Grayson G and Jordae L (Roto)

Excellence: Madhi A (Roto)

Aroha:

Respect: Christian P (Roto)

Togetherness: Jericho A (Roto)

Bronze HEART Badge

Congratulations to Jordae L from Roto who has earned himself his Bronze HEART Badge.  Well done Jordae!

Newsletter 21  – Te pānui o te kura o Banks Avenue:  Wednesday 6 July 2022



Other notices
Postponements and events

Banks Avenue School trip or event postponements and or
cancellations will only be advised via Skool Loop, Facebook and
as viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz

Absences
If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our
school office know using one of the following options:
Phone:  385 4163 / option 3: Text: 027 422 8032, Skool Loop app
or email: absences@banksave.school.nz

Or notify us via our website: www.banksave.school.nz/absences.

If your child arrives at school after 9:00am, they must check in at
the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for unexplained
absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children.

HEARTBEAT Media 106.7FM
Listen to our students master broadcasting radio. If
you live close to the school (within 6kms) you can
tune into 106.7FM on your radio, to listen.
Programmes are broadcasted every day before
school from 8:30am-9:00am and at lunchtimes
from 12:50pm- 1:20pm.

If you live further away,
you can access
HEARTbeat 106.7FM
online, from our school
website or from the link
on the right.

http://www.banksave.school.nz/heartbeat-1067fm.html
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