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Bienvenidos, karibu, maligayang pagdating, welkom, haere mai Term 2

From the Principal -Te pū kāea a te Tumuaki IMPORTANT DATES
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

--------------------

July

Friday 2 July
Uniform Shop 2:45 - 3:15pm

Wednesday 7 July
(Note change of date)

Be the Brightest You Can Be Mufti Day
Gold Coin Donation

Wednesday 7 July
Reports/Learner profiles go home
Chisnallwood Intermediate Open

Night 6:00 - 8:00pm
SCAPE ‘Art, Learning & Wellbeing’

Exhibition Opening - Dudley
6:30-7:30pm

Thursday 8  July
Matariki Evening 5:15pm - 6:15pm

Friday 9 July
Last day of Term 2

Monday 26 July
First day of Term 3

Term 3

Community Consultation
Forms due back by Friday 13 August

Learning Conversations
Tuesday 10 August 1:00-7:45pm

Thursday 12 August 1:00-7:45pm
School closes for instruction at lunch

time on both of these days.

Kia ora tatou
The term is rapidly rushing toward an end.  From our perspective the wet and cold
lunch hours have made the last few weeks challenging although there have been
some amazing learning opportunities.

● Children competing and achieving in Zone and Canterbury cross country
championships.

● Friday sport against other schools is well underway.
● Thursday night basketball and Saturday netball have continued in Term 2,

offering additional sporting opportunities to many students.
● Our junior teams have been to the Canterbury School of Gymnastics to

practise all the skills they have been learning at school.
● Storytelling, a focus for professional development in Term 1, is being used

in all classes to support children’s writing.
● Teachers have been learning about and screening children for dyslexia.
● Dudley children have been involved in a large city wide art project; this

culminates next Wednesday evening at Tūranga library.
● Miro children have been engaging with residents of Windsor House.
● Science has been a focus across the school with some amazing learning

happening.  (See my I love my job section below).
● And we can see daily progress with our new school!

I love my job
This week I was thrilled to hear a six year old share her learning on the water
cycle.  Her mother had filmed her, sitting on her bed in her pyjamas, giving a very
detailed explanation of condensation, evaporation and precipitation.  I was blown
away by the wee dot’s knowledge, expressed with confidence and clarity.  Wow
what a learner!  Thanks mum for sharing and thank you teachers for doing a
fabulous job of engaging young minds.  I love my job.

Reports and Learning Conversations

Next Wednesday we will send your child’s report home. Attached to their report

will be a form letting you know how you can book a mid-year meeting with your

child’s teacher, in Term 3.  We call these meetings Learning Conversations as we

discuss your child’s learning and we look at next steps.

Learning Conversations are in week 3 of next term, however, to make sure you get

a time that suits you, we suggest you book a time as soon as the sheet comes

home next week.
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Pareawa Banks Avenue School
Webcam
https://snowgrass.co.nz/cust/school/banks_ave/
The structure you see below is learning pod 3; this will house our new entrants next year. Next week the builders  will lay
the foundation for pod 2.  Altogether there will be four identical learning pods.  Each pod will have about 100 children in
them.

Countdown to Pareawa Banks Avenue - how long before we are in our new school?
Celebration Evenings: One more in November.
Disco’s: Two more discos (one this year and one next year).
Reports:  Three more reports sent home (two in 2021 and one in 2022).
End of Terms: Five more terms.
Assemblies: Thirteen more assemblies in our library.
Architect Meetings: Fifteen more meetings with the architects and builders.
School weeks: Forty-one school weeks.
School Leavers:  Sixty-five year six students will leave us before we are in the new school.
Grey hairs and moans of frustration:  Many!

Revised Date
Our due date for moving into our new school has been pushed out to 22 July.  This is at the beginning of Term 3, 2022.
Previously it was 1 July 2022.

Architects Meeting
Once a month we meet with the builders, the MOE and the architects.  At yesterday’s meeting we discussed:

● Asbestos that had been found in the ground; they are hoping recent testing shows the grounds are now clear of
asbestos.  If not we can expect further delays.

● Cables for water, mains and Orion have been laid.
● Community walkaround on site likely to be early August.
● Placement of our new playgrounds was finalised.
● Pods

○ Pod 3 has steel work up - wooden timber in this week.
○ Pod 2 to be poured next week with steelwork the following week.
○ By late July the hall, admin and library foundations should be poured.
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Staff Room
Below we have an image of our new staffroom.  This will be located in the admin building, beside the library.

Uniform
We have had two fleeces made so we can see what our new logo looks like.  We think the dark green lettering for the
name needs to stand out more.  We have asked to have fleeces made with lime green lettering and with white lettering.
We want to make sure we have it right before we confirm our final uniform choices.  Thanks Adair and Neela for being my
models!

We hope to begin implementing the transition to a new uniform sometime in Term 3!  We will roll the introduction of our
new uniform out over a two year period.  Today I have been working on a funding application as we are hoping to be able
to gift all children one polo top when we move to our new school.  This would give everyone a sense of belonging from
day 1.

Staffing

Next term we start a third new entrant class.  These students will be in Room 8.  We have just appointed Lesley Jephcott

to be the teacher in this room.  Welcome to our team Lesley!

Missing White Scooter
We have had a white scooter go missing from the scooter shed.  If you have seen it, or know where it is can you please
return it to the school office immediately.  It is a white scooter with a Simpsons sticker on it and very well loved.  Your
help in getting this scooter back to its rightful owner would be very much appreciated.  Thank You!
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Tantrum vs Meltdown

Twenty six years ago I had a toddler who used to throw the most severe wobbly’s (our word for it).  We would be in public

and she would work herself up into a huge state, yelling, screaming and throwing herself around.  We grew to know there

was nothing we could do to break the wobbly once it started, we just had to let her go and work through the process.  I

am sure to many onlookers we looked like appalling parents, sitting back and not interfering as our toddler performed.

This week, in a professional development session, looking at sensory needs, I learned the difference between a tantrum

and a meltdown.  I now know my daughter was having a meltdown, she was not throwing a tantrum.  She wasn’t being

deliberately naughty, she didn’t have any control of what she was doing and something had probably triggered her melt

down, e.g., some sort of sensory overload.  My daughter was struggling to regulate her emotions.

Tantrum is commonly used to describe milder outbursts, during which a child still retains some measure of control over

their behavior.  One benchmark many parents use is that a tantrum is likely to subside if no one is paying attention to it or

if you can distract or dissuade them out of it.  This is opposed to a meltdown, during which a child loses control so

completely that the behavior only stops when they wear themselves out.

Our session on sensory needs was fabulous as it reinforced to us, as teachers, that there are many things we can do in our

class to reduce sensory overload for students and to help them self regulate their emotions.  Some of these ideas are:

● Use flexible timetabling to break up tasks.

● Present instructions in more than one way.

● Support clear routines with visual prompts and timetables.

● Provide learning spaces free of distractions.

● Use ear muffs to reduce auditory overload.

● Use music to calm children.

● Provide quiet zones.

● Encourage healthy chewy and crunchy food as it can be calming.

● Encourage hydration - ensure children drink plenty of water.

● Be mindful about touch; weighted blankets and weighted toys can be reassuring and comforting.

● Schedule a variety of regular movement breaks e.g., jumping, stretching, marching.

If your child is prone to meltdowns or suffers from sensory overload some of these ideas may help you. As always feel

free to discuss your concerns with the class teacher. I wish I had known more about sensory overload a quarter of a

century ago!  My wee dot has grown into a fabulous young woman with total control of her emotions; there is light at the

end of the tunnel.

Chisnallwood Open Night
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Matariki Celebration

Matariki is an ancient celebration that has been connecting people for millennia across Aotearoa and the Pacific. Twenty
years ago there were  growing calls for the revitalisation of Matariki into a modern, national event.  Next year, New
Zealanders will celebrate our first Matariki public holiday together.

“Matariki hunga nui” means Matariki, the gatherer of people.  As the Matariki stars rose, people gathered to reflect on
the past year and prepared for the one to come.  We are holding a schoolwide Matariki event next week, to allow us to
reflect and to connect with our families.

School Matariki Evening Thursday 8 July - 5:15pm - 6:15pm
● All whānau welcome
● To be held in your child’s classroom; if you have more than one child at school you can choose where you settle

into.
● Bring your kai (dinner) along to school and mix and mingle with other whānau (families) in your child’s/ children’s

class.
● You will also be able to see and hear what your children have been learning about Matariki.

We hope to see you  all here!

Below I have shared a kaikōhau (expression of hope). Kaikōhau means to express your hopes and desires. When you say
it,  you are welcoming all things that are good and wishing for them to be plentiful in times to come. ‘Hua’ (fruits)
references all things that are good.  This can be the food laid out in front of you, it can be your mahi (work), health,
whānau and friends, and many other things in your life that you hope to be fruitful and abundant.

It’s great to say a kaikōhau during Matariki celebrations as you prepare for the new year ahead, but it is not limited to
only this time.  It can be used in many other situations, as described above.

Nau mai ngā hua
Nau mai ngā pai
Nau mai kia nui
Kia hāwere ai

Welcome all things that have grown
Welcome all things that are good

May they be plentiful and abundant
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COVID-19

Thankfully Wellignton has moved back to Level 1. The recent lockdowns highlight the need to remain vigilant in the face
of Covid-19.
A reminder of the symptoms to look for.  You or your child may have one or more of the following:

● a new or worsening cough.
● fever (at least 38˚ C).
● shortness of breath.
● a sore throat.
● sneezing and runny nose.
● temporary loss of smell.

Some people may present with less typical symptoms such as only:

● fever.
● diarrhoea.
● headache.
● muscle pain.
● nausea/vomiting.
● confusion/irritability.

Symptoms can take up to 14 days to show after a person has been infected. The virus can be passed onto others before
they know they have it – from up to two days before symptoms develop.  So the sooner you seek advice, the quicker
health authorities can respond.

If in doubt - stay home

Starting School

Welcome to Niko and Pandora from Room 9 (The Nest), Hope from Dudley and Kurt from Room 27 (Awa) and their

families to our Banks Avenue School Community.

Be the Brightest You Can Be Mufti Day
On Wednesday 7 July, there will be a mufti day where you have to be the brightest you can be by dressing up in the

brightest clothes you have and bringing along a gold coin donation.  We will be raising money for wet day games in the

classes.  At lunchtime there will be a bright parade for Team Totara, Kahikatea and Miro where you can show off how

bright you are.  There will be a certificate for the brightest in each team and another for the most creative. Start looking

for those bright clothes and wigs now!   Rylan and Joel on behalf of the Student Council.
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Term 2 HEART
Value Focus

Aroha

Hauora Excellence Aroha Respect Togetherness

Our school HEART values are central to all that we do at Banks Avenue School. Once a child has received a HEART token

they hand it into a collection box in their classroom. Teachers tally and record how many tokens each child earns under

each of our values.

- 25 HEART tokens (same value)  - name in newsletter.
- 50 HEART tokens ( same value)  - a wristband.
- Two or more wristbands the same - lunch with the principal.

Ultimately children are trying to earn all five wristbands. Once they have done this and then collected an additional fifty
tokens they will receive the black HEART wristband, which depicts strong school citizenship.

Twenty Five Tokens
Hauora: Hugo M, Emma S and River W-D (The Nest);
Excellence: Zyah M-K (Roto)
Aroha:
Respect:
Togetherness:

Fifty Tokens These children have earned their wristband this week.
Hauora: Jaziah W (Dudley)
Excellence: Mythyis E and Cody F (Roto)
Aroha:
Respect:
Togetherness: Amelie O’D (Roto)

Double Wristbands - Ice Cream  with the Principal

Congratulations to these children who have earned a double wristband.  Please meet me in the library on Thursday
1 July for an ice cream.

Jenn B, Isabella W, Elijah R, Amelie O’D, Sofele N, Luca WD, Mina B, Tilly C, Ethan H, TJ C , Walter A, Heidi L
Karl B, Bella K, Luca S, Hazel B, Tajimi P, Dillon V, Summer B, Libby

Attendance Goal for 2021 - All students attending school 90% or more of the time
Regular attendance is critical for students to achieve optimal learning at school.  Missing school adds up:
● If a child misses an average of five days a term (years 1 to 10), they miss out on approximately one year of school.
● If a child misses one day a week of school (from years 1 to 10), they will miss almost two years of school.

Below is how absence across NZ schools is categorised:
● Students who are attending school 90 - 100% of the time are considered to be attending regularly.
● Students who are attending school 80 - 90% of the time are considered to have ‘irregular absence’.
● Students who are attending school 70 - 80% of the time are considered to have  ‘moderate absence’.
● Students who are attending school less than 70%  of the time are considered to have ‘chronic absence’.

How is your child going?  Is your child attending regularly?
Next week you will receive your child’s school report where you will see your child’s attendance rate for the first half of
the year.

● 90% or below is unsatisfactory (unless there are extenuating circumstances)
● 91% - 97% is satisfactory
● 97% or above is excellent
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Updates from the teams and school events

Team Miro
Children’s University

Yesterday 45 of our children attended the On-Campus Experience Day at the University of Canterbury. We completed

8 different experiences showcasing the diversity of tertiary life.  Highlights included building and trialling gliders in the

Engineering space, time trials against one another using the swim tracker app in the Recreation space, string games

and Matariki learning in the Māori space and app design, badge making in the library, flower lei in the Pasifika suite.  It

was a fantastic and freezing day - we loved it!

Plastic bottles wanted

Dudley is collecting bottles for their WONDER project. If you have any spare 1.5 litre bottles we would love to use

them to make rockets.  Please send them to Dudley - we’d love to have them.  Thank you for your help.

Other notices
Postponements and events

Banks Avenue School trip or event postponements and or
cancellations will only be advised via Skool Loop, Facebook and
as viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz

Absences
If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our
school office know using one of the following options:
Phone:  385 4163 / option 3: Text: 027 422 8032, Skool Loop app
or email: absences@banksave.school.nz

Or notify us via our website: www.banksave.school.nz/absences.

If your child arrives at school after 9:00am, they must check in at
the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for unexplained
absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children.

HEARTBEAT Media 106.7FM
Listen to our students master broadcasting radio. If
you live close to the school (within 6kms) you can
tune into 106.7FM on your radio, to listen.
Programmes are broadcasted every day before
school from 8:30am-9:00am and at lunchtimes
from 12:50pm- 1:20pm.

If you live further away,
you can access
HEARTbeat 106.7FM
online, from our school
website or from the link
on the right.

http://www.banksave.school.nz/heartbeat-1067fm.html
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