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Bienvenidos, karibu, maligayang pagdating, welkom, haere mai Term 4

From the Principal -Te pū kāea a te Tumuaki IMPORTANT DATES
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Some of the events below will be
dependent on us being out of

Level 2.

October

Thursday 21 October Yr 6 Pubertal
Change Parent Session -

Zoom @ 7:00pm
Monday 25 October Labour Day

School closed

November
Wednesday 3 November Yr 3-6 2022
BYOD Parent Information Evening -

Zoom @ 7:00pm
Friday 12 November - Show Day

School closed

Monday 15 November - Teacher Only
Day - school closed

Sunday 21 November
Tūhono Kapa Haka Competition

Friday 26 November - Learning
Celebration Evening 5:00-7:00pm

December
Tuesday 14 December

Junior Module Christmas Extravaganza
2:00pm

Friday 17  December - Last day of school

January/February 2022
Monday 31 January - Meet the Teacher
Tuesday 1 February - Meet the Teacher

Wednesday 2 February - All children
present

Monday 7 February Waitangi Day

Welcome back!  We are loving the warmer weather but feeling a little daunted
once we think about all the things we need to fit into Term 4!  I only hope we can
get through this term without too many disruptions; going back to Alert Level 1
would be a bonus!

Mandatory Vaccinations
You will no doubt be aware that it has been mandated that all school staff are
vaccinated.  We are in the process of working through this with our staff.

It is also mandatory that any parents, agency staff, or other adults who are likely
to come into contact with children while on our school site are also vaccinated.
This will have implications for parent helpers in the classroom and on school trips.
We will now need to ask for proof of vaccination for parents to be able to attend
and support at these events.  We are waiting for further information from the
Ministry of Education to see how far these restrictions will go, e.g., does it mean
that if you are not vaccinated you can not attend a school performance?  We will
keep you updated as we hear more information.

At this stage proof of vaccinations will not impact on parents who are picking
children up and dropping children off to school, however, compulsory mask
wearing at these times is likely to remain.

These are strange and challenging times for us all.  We will endeavour to navigate
through the unknown with compassion and understanding as we wait for more
details to emerge.  Safety of children and staff is always paramount.

In the meantime, if you are a regular helper at school and/or likely to be helping
out on trips etc., could you please see Colleen in the office.  If you show her your
vaccination card she can add your details to our vaccine register.  If you have
concerns over this I am happy to discuss it.

Term 4 at Level 2
As we remain at Alert Level 2 we continue to adapt our programme and activities
for the term to meet Ministry Guidelines.

● Parents are asked to continue picking up and dropping off children from
the gate areas.  If you have a green pass you may come onto site but DO
NOT congregate; continue to social distance and wear masks on site.

● Assemblies are currently suspended.
● Some events are likely to be canceled if we remain at Alert Level 2, e.g.;

grandparents day, mash kids.
● Some events will be adapted, e.g., athletics day and final prize giving.
● Details on these adaptations will come out closer to the events.

Newsletter 30  – Te pānui o te kura o Banks Avenue: Wednesday 20 October 2021



Staffing 2022
In 2022 we will begin the year with 15 class teachers; this is the same as this year.

We currently have two fixed term and one permanent appointment to make for 2022.  Until we do this I can not confirm
which teachers will be teaching in some classes, however, I can confirm the following teachers will be teaching in these
areas of the school in 2022.

Junior School Senior School

Phillipa Ford and Emma Derrick
New Entrants - Room 9 and 10

Karen Morganty and Rhonda Aitken
Year 1 and 2 - Room 1 and 2

Helen Stowers and Abby Savage
Year 2 and 3 - Room 17 and 18

Yet to be appointed (two teachers)
Year 2 and 3 - Room 15 and 16

Yet to be appointed (one teacher)
Year 4 - Room 23

Sally Pannell and Scott Bradley
Year 4 and 5 - Room 24 and 25

Belinda Walsh and Adam Hastilow
Year 5 and 6 - Room 26 and 27

Jan Thompson and Jen Bourne
Year 5 and 6 - Dudley

In three weeks, Senior Leadership will begin to place children into next year's classes.  These placements are our
decision, however, we realise that sometimes there are very valid reasons for placing children together or separating
them.  If you have any requests for class placements for 2022 then please email me, principal@banksave.school.nz and
state your child’s name and the reason you are making the request.  We always try to work with parents, however,
sometimes because of other factors, we cannot manage all requests, so please make a good case.  Can I please have all
requests for 2022 placement by Friday 29 October.

Children Leaving
If you know your child/children are leaving this term please let the office or the class teachers know.  When we place
children into their 2022 classes, we need to ensure we have accurate numbers.

I love my Job
Senior pupils have designed and built cardboard arcade games.  On the last day of Term 3 they set up an outside arcade
parlour for the junior students.  It was awesome!  Tuakana teina (older children helping younger students) at it’s best.
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I love seeing children’s work and their pride as they share it with me.  This poem is by Solomon (Room 25), a year 5 pupil.

The Majestic Paua

I see swirls of blushing colour glimmering in the night sky - lilacs, aqua.

The most beautiful colours walk across my eyes.

I hear the crashing of the waves, smashing against the shore.

The rustle of the gale blows my mind away.

I taste the crusty salt spraying me.

As I set my eyes on it, it falls on me like frothy bubbles.

I smell the salt laden shell.

It rubs on my creamy hands; the smell lingering on the glassy shell.

I feel coarse, white, jagged shell under my fingers.

Velvety, sleek paua runs through my fingers like water.

Celebrating Success
Congratulations to Blake, her dad and her puppy: Blake ran the Rascals 2.4km Race in the 4Paws marathon with her dad
and their 6 month old Rhodesian Ridgeback puppy Frankie.  They came in 1st place with a time of just over 15mins!
What an awesome family effort!
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Health Survey Results
Many thanks to the  twenty-one families who completed our Health Education Survey. 86% of those who responded are
“happy” or “very happy” for the Board to ratify the following Delivery Statement.

Banks Avenue School will implement a programme of Health Education based on the New Zealand Curriculum and in

keeping with the school’s Charter and HEART values.  The focus of the programme will be to give our students the

knowledge, skills and attitudes to maintain and enhance well-being.  Students will recognise social and societal influences

on well-being and be given opportunities to take action to promote their own and others’ well-being.   In delivering

Health Education, Banks Avenue School teachers will use a range of appropriate teaching strategies that engage students

and enable development of learning assets, while taking opportunities to integrate Health Education learning with other

aspects of The New Zealand Curriculum.

As an outcome of the consultation we have added four additional questions and answers to our Frequently Asked
Questions document.  See below.

As Pubertal Change is being taught this term there is a parent session organised for Thursday 21 October. This will be
done as a Zoom Meeting and parents of Year 6 students will be  invited to it.  There will also be additional information
shared with parents of Year 6 students, outlining in detail the topics that will be covered.  The online parent session is a
chance to have the programme explained and to ask questions .

Once again, thank you for giving us your feedback.

How does the school deal with alternative genders?  What pronouns are used?

By the time children have reached Year 6 it is likely they have heard of a number of gender terms e.g., trans gender,
LGBTQ,  pansexual, homosexual, gay, bisexual.  Questions about gender often come up in the pubertal change unit.
Teachers respond to questions briefly, factually and without judgement.

If children are curious about their own gender and sexuality then they are encouraged to talk to their parents.
If a child, at school is identified as transgender, then the school would work closely with the family to build a safe and
inclusive environment; seeking additional support from experts.  Pronoun use would be the child and families choice.

What does ‘religious views’ will be respected’ mean?

In teaching health education our job is to give factual information, without judgement.  In some religions/families
things like homosexuality is controversial.  In some religions/families discussing periods can be controversial.  Teachers
want to respect all viewpoints  and will not criticise or judge others for their perspectives.  If there is an aspect of a
programme that parents disagree with or do not want covered at school then parents have the right to ask that their
child be withdrawn from that lesson.

Will girls and boys be separated for the pubertal change unit?

Much of the pubertal change unit will be taught by the class teachers, however, there are opportunities for the boys
and girls to be separated so questions or content can be clarified/answered.

Is reproduction going to be taught at Year 6?

The reproduction cycle is fully explained but not the sexual act.  Children will identify the reproductive organs in the
body and their function.  Words like uterus, penis, vulva, eggs, fallopian tube, sperm will be used and explained.
All of the girls will be  given a 'period pack' to take home; the parents will be emailed and asked to 'have a
conversation/investigation' time together.

Maths Games
Here is a link to age appropriate math games that children can play - offline!
nz maths - weekly-plans-using-offline-activities
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Whānau Hui
A Whānau Hui will be held on Thursday 18 November at 6:30pm (dependent on alert levels) .
We will be having a dress rehearsal for the Tūhono Kapa haka Competition, sharing our new Te Reo at Pareawa Banks
Avenue plan, announcing the winner of our design for our new Kapa haka uniforms and sharing some kai.

New School
https://snowgrass.co.nz/cust/school/banks_ave/

New School Uniform
Thanks for your patience; it has been a long journey getting our new uniform up and running.  We realise stocks are very
low at the Warehouse so there is some urgency that we begin transitioning in our new uniform.

You can now place orders for the new uniform!

The  new uniform can only be bought online - through the NZ Uniform website: https://banksavenue.nzuniforms.com/
You will need to go onto their site and set up an account. They do provide an afterpay option. If you need help to do this
our lovely office ladies will help you set up an account. Once ordered the uniform items will be delivered to your home
address.
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Culottes

We are waiting for some sample items, in different sizes, to arrive so parents will be able to order the correct sizes; we

hope these will be here shortly. In the meantime you can still order as sizing is pretty standard.

For the next fifteen months we will transition from the old to the new uniform.  This will mean that children will be able

to wear either uniform or a mixture of both.  As children outgrow our old uniform it should be replaced with our new

uniform items.

Pareawa Banks Avenue School will not be used, in any context, until we move into our new school.  Any uniforms

purchased in the next 9 months will have our school logo but not the school name.  Once we move into our new school

uniform items will have both the name and the logo.

SunHats

Wearing a wide brim sunhat in Term 1 and Term 4 is compulsory: we are a sunsmart school.  Our new sunhat is navy

blue.  This can be bought, with our school logo on it, from NZ Uniforms or you can buy a navy hat, without the logo from

other suppliers, e.g.; Postie Plus or the Warehouse.  Children can continue to wear their bottle green hats.
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Policy Review

All school policies are accessible on School Docs: www.schooldocs.co.nz

Search for Banks Avenue School

Login: banksave password: banks

Parents can help us review policies :

1. Follow the link to each policy; Religious Instruction and Māori Educational Success
2. Read the policy.
3. Click the red Under Review icon at the right-hand top corner of the page. A new screen will

appear.
4. Select your role (board member, staff member, or parent/caregiver) from the drop-down list.
5. Enter your name (optional).
6. Submit your ratings and comments.

Starting School

We extend a very warm welcome to the following children and their families to our Banks Avenue School community.

Claire - Rm 8                                                 Tawera - Rm 8                                        Tainui - Roto

Hoana - Roto                                                   Tiaki - Awa
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Term 4 HEART
Value Focus
Excellence

Hauora Excellence Aroha Respect Togetherness

Our school HEART values are central to all that we do at Banks Avenue School. Once a child has received a HEART token

they hand it into a collection box in their classroom. Teachers tally and record how many tokens each child earns under

each of our values.

- 25 HEART tokens (same value)  - name in newsletter.
- 50 HEART tokens ( same value)  - a wristband.
- Two or more wristbands the same - lunch with the principal.

Ultimately children are trying to earn all five wristbands. Once they have done this and then collected an additional fifty
tokens they will receive the black HEART wristband, which depicts strong school citizenship.

Twenty Five Tokens

Hauora:

Excellence: Jayla M, Elijah T-M and George C (Ruru); Julian P, Astin K, Anahera B and Milan S (The Nest)

Aroha: Justine D (Ruru);

Respect: Justine D (Ruru)

Togetherness: Harley B, Lauren C, Katana F, Charli G, Imogen H, Liam V and Riley W (Ruru); Darius P (The Nest)

Fifty Tokens These children have earned their wristband this week.

Hauora: Quorra F, Zeppelin K, Ella C, Sam W, Hunter TTM and Surpreet K (Kuaka)

Excellence: Zoe M and Riley W (Ruru); Emma S, Hugo M, River W-D and McGuinness H (The Nest); Bailey B and

Charlotte H (The Nest); Charlotte F, Lauren B, Roame S, Kaylee C, Hunter TTM and Surpreet Kaur (Kuaka); Luca W-D

(Roto)

Aroha: Matilda S (Ruru); Mark A, Alex S, Karn S, Braxton W, Charlotte F, Kaylee C and Surpreet K (Kuaka); Chris P and

Emma R (Awa)

Respect: James F and Jayla M (Ruru); Karn S, Lauren B, Hunter TTM and Surpreet K (Kuaka); Solomon G-C and Lily S

(Roto)

Togetherness: Quorra F, Alex S, Karn S, Ella C, Roame S, Kaylee C and Surpreet K (Kuaka)

Black HEART wristband

Congratulations to Chris P (Awa) and Neela H (Kiwi) for working very hard to earn their Black HEART wristband. Well
done!

HEART Badge
Well done to Joel P (Dudley), Chloe P and Skyla C (Awa) and Daniel L (Roto) who have all worked extremely hard to
receive their black HEART Badge. Outstanding work!
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Updates from the teams and school events

Banksy Update

Even though Ms Thompson made sure that
Banksy was placed in the office window
during lockdown to keep an eye on things at
school, it was just too lonely for him.  So
when she was allowed to come in, Ms
Carroll took him home with her.  He looked
so sad as the car left the staff car park and
slowly lifted his paw to wave goodbye.

Luckily there were many things to do outside of school.  He kept an eye out for the birds in
Ms C’s garden.  He pretended to be a member of Team Kahikatea and was particularly happy to
take part in their scavenger hunts.  However, he felt really deflated when the ‘bubbles’ went
back to school and he had to stay at home.

Now he is back at school and seems to be incredibly happy to be back where he belongs.  Just look at his smile.  He is
also a bit rounder than he was before and is much cleaner and fluffier after a long bath.  Banksy is all ready for his
return to ‘work’ and is patiently waiting to give or receive a hug, to listen to a story and to comfort whomever needs
it.  You can usually find him sitting on one of the chairs in the school office.

Team Miro

Senior Athletics

Our Senior Athletics Day has been cancelled as an event day. We will instead organise a series of trials within the

school day so we are able to determine Athletics Champions and give our children the chance to compete and have

some fun. A notice will be sent home outlining our Plan B organisation once we are ready to go. We are running the

event as a Can Do, not a Must Do in 2021 for our students.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Rylan O from Dudley who has been awarded a 2022 Chisnallwood Principals

Scholarship. This is a wonderful achievement and deserved recognition for the excellence that

Rylan shows. Well done Rylan - we couldn’t be prouder of you!

Yard Sale
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Other notices
Postponements and events

Banks Avenue School trip or event postponements and or
cancellations will only be advised via Skool Loop, Facebook and
as viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz

Absences
If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our
school office know using one of the following options:
Phone:  385 4163 / option 3: Text: 027 422 8032, Skool Loop app
or email: absences@banksave.school.nz

Or notify us via our website: www.banksave.school.nz/absences.

If your child arrives at school after 9:00am, they must check in at
the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for unexplained
absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children.

HEARTBEAT Media 106.7FM
Listen to our students master broadcasting radio. If
you live close to the school (within 6kms) you can
tune into 106.7FM on your radio, to listen.
Programmes are broadcasted every day before
school from 8:30am-9:00am and at lunchtimes
from 12:50pm- 1:20pm.

If you live further away,
you can access
HEARTbeat 106.7FM
online, from our school
website or from the link
on the right.

http://www.banksave.school.nz/heartbeat-1067fm.html

PTA

LunchOnline begins this Thursday for Term 4. Order online using your Kindo account.

Second Hand Uniform Shop:  is open this Friday 22 October  2:45pm - 3:15pm.  CASH ONLY please.  While we are in
Level 2 there will be one person in the shop at a time. Please wear a facial mask. Those waiting outside please keep
social distance.  Thank you.

The 2022 Sanitarium Weet-Bix Kids Tryathlon is coming up on the 6th of March 2022. Entries for this event will open on
Monday the 4th of October. Check out the website https://tryathlon.co.nz/locations/christchurch/
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FAQ School Uniform

How do I buy the uniform?

The uniform can only be bought online - through the NZ Uniform website.
You will need to go on and set up an account.
They do provide an afterpay option.
If you need help to do this our lovely office ladies will help you set up an account?
The uniform items will be delivered to your home address.

How do I know what sizes to order?

NZ Uniforms are giving us some sample uniform items, in different sizes. These will be kept in the office area and
parents will be able to come and see the / try the different sizes.
These are expected to be here early in term 4 2021.

Why doesn’t the new uniform have the school name on it?

Pareawa Banks Avenue School will not be used until we move into our new school. Any uniforms purchased in the
next 9 months will have our school log but not the school name. Once we move into our new school, uniform items
will have both the name and the logo.

Is there an alternative for the girls to the culottes?

Girls can wear culottes, tracksuit bottoms, shorts or our current winter pinafore.

Is there a warmer version of the tee-shirt for the winter?

No but students can wear thermals underneath , as they do now.

Could the girls wear navy tights with the culottes?

Yes, if they want to,  they can wear navy or black tights.

Where could we buy the unbranded version from?

The unbranded items can be bought from  a number of places, e.g., The Warehouse, Kmart, or Postie Plus.
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What shoes do they need to wear? What colour socks?

Any shoes are okay, however, keep in mind that they need to be sturdy and safe; in winter they should be waterproof.
Socks can be black or navy.

Can girls wear track pants as well as boys?

Yes!

Can girls still wear a winter pinafore?

We are keeping our current winter pinafore for the next few years. Eventually it may be phased out.

When does the old uniform stop being worn?

Our aim is to have the old uniform phased out by 2023.

What would girls wear in the winter - the culottes may not be warm enough?

The culottes are heavier than our current ones. Girls can also wear fleece track pants. Our current winter pinafore can
also be worn.

When will parents be able to see the new uniform?

We will shortly have some items printed with our new logo. We will have these on display in the office as soon as we
receive them.

Can we still give feedback on the uniform?

YES! We are open to feedback. We will have a parent session and take feedback on uniform items. The colour of the
uniform has been decided however there is flexibility around other items, e.g., we heard that soft shell jackets may
not be warm enough for winter so we have sourced a waterproof heavier jacket as an option.

Have you got any questions or thoughts we should consider?
Please email principal@banksave.school.nz or call in to chat to me.
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