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Bienvenidos, karibu, maligayang pagdating, welkom, haere mai Term 4

From the Principal -Te pū kāea a te Tumuaki IMPORTANT DATES
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

--------------------

December

Thursday 16 December
Miro Windsorcare Christmas

Celebration
1:40pm-3:00pm

Friday 17 December - Last day of school
Poroporoaki

12:00pm
Back court - if fine - all welcome!
Please wear masks and scan in to

attend our annual Poi/Haka Ceremony
as we farewell our Leavers

Children dismissed at 12:30pm

January/February 2022
Monday 31 January - Learning

Conversation
Tuesday 1 February - Learning

Conversation
Wednesday 2 February

All children present
Mihi Whakatau on the backcourt at

9.00am

Monday 7 February Waitangi Day
School Closed

Merry Christmas
As this is our last newsletter, I would like to acknowledge the great team of
teachers, administration staff, support staff, Board and PTA members that we have
at Banks Avenue School.  We can only achieve all the successes we do because we
have an amazing team of passionate human beings in our BAS waka. Together is
better!

Meri Kirihimete, kia haumaru, kia hākoakoa o koutou katoa hararē.
Merry Christmas, wishing you all a safe and happy holiday.

Be grateful for all the moments you will share and the memories you will create.

Farewell Tracey Mora
Tracey, the Deputy Principal for the Senior School leaves us at the end of this week.
Tracey started here in 2015 and over the last six years has been responsible for
leading or implementing  a number of school wide or team initiatives.  A few of
these are:

- Heartbeat Radio
- HEART branding
- Figure it Out - a boys intervention programme
- School Councillors - set up and overseen

Revamped:
● End of year Prize Giving
● School Council - juniors now included
● School assemblies - student led.  Take a peek - a huge hit!

Set up numerous school websites:
● Appraisal websites for 30 plus staff
● School website
● Curriculum website
● PB4L website

Led curriculum reviews and initiatives:
● Reviews
● EOTC
● Privacy
● Target student reports
● Behaviour and attendance reporting
● Inquiry
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● Spotlight - new reporting tool
● Dyslexia training
● Individual learning and behavior programmes for children in senior school

She has worked with many different groups of children:
● Peer Mediators
● Assembly presenters
● Radio announcers
● School Councillors
● Media Team

Whatever Tracey has taken on has been done to an incredibly high standard.  She has left great systems and
documentation that will allow us to continue to benefit from the things she has worked on in the last few years.

Tracey will be missed by all: her positive attitude, her skills and expertise, her humour and her passion have been valued
and appreciated by us.  We wish Tracey all the best at her new school!

Farewell Colleen Lucas
Colleen has worked in the office at Banks Avenue school for 21 years.  She is chiefly responsible for payroll and accounts
however, she has a wide range of skills and will always willingly cover on the front desk when they are busy or short
staffed.  Over the years many visitors to the school have commented on Colleen's warmth and her welcoming personality.
Colleen loves a good laugh so we often have laughter in and around the front desk which is great for staff and children.

Colleen has been my PA for the last seven years, willingly taking on a wide range of tasks and in some cases “monkeys” (a
monkey is a problem that gets passed from one person to another for them to solve).  I have really appreciated Colleen’s
honesty, loyalty and trust.  She will be missed; however, we know she is planning on having many adventures in her
campervan tiki touring around New Zealand. All the best my friend!

Other Farewells
Lesley Jephcott has taught in Room 8 since Term 3.  Lesley has created a warm and welcoming environment for our five
year olds.  We wish Lesley all the best  in her new school.

Sherry Gold has taught year two and three students in Room 16 this year.  Sherry is creative so the children have done lots
of fabulous art with her and she has launched herself into storytelling getting some amazing writing from her children.  All
the best Sherry.

Board Chairperson Speech
Below is a copy of the speech Kirk McKay, our Board Chairperson, gave at our Year 6 Leavers Ceremony.

Lovely to see you all tonight.  Congratulations Year 6,  whether you are receiving any awards tonight, you’re all champions
for us.  I’ve been at the school for a very long time, my oldest, Daniel, is now Year 12 and my youngest Grace is in Year 2 so I
know exactly what it’s like to be here and how you’re feeling.  Congratulations on making it through to your final year.

This year’s been a bit of a strange year; in fact this year has reminded me of a year  that we had when we had some
earthquakes in 2010 and 2011, probably about the time you were born.  Many of us have just blotted that out but what we
found in that year was that we had constant uncertainty and challenge.  We weren’t sure  when or if the ground was going
to shake us up.  This year’s been a little bit of a challenge as well because we  cannot see the challenge that we are facing.
In 2011 we didn’t  know if an earthquake was going to happen and this year we have had the same sort of strange thing in
that we haven’t been able to see the challenge that we’ve faced with COVID 19.

Ten years ago  it gave us a feeling of  fear going into a mall or a supermarket; death by baked beans was a possibility!  One
of the things that I’ve noticed with  this current challenge is that fear is making some people afraid of one another; that’s
one of the things that goes against one of our strong heart values of togetherness.  One of the things that I would really
encourage you to do as we get a bit crazy in the year to come and as things progress a little bit further, is  to remember that
people aren’t our enemy.  We should not be afraid of each other;  our enemy is COVID, the virus.  Let’s remember that the
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way that we got through the earthquakes was  together.  We got through by supporting one another and we got through
that time by connecting with each other.  So I encourage you to remember our heart value of togetherness; together is
better!

Another Heart value that I think will stead you well to take into next year is respect.  One of the things that we are noticing at
the moment is that people have different views about how this should all be handled; what we should be doing, who we
should be listening to, whether we should be wearing masks, whether we should be getting vaccines etc.  One of the great
things about Banks Ave is the value that we have of respect.  It is easy to be kind to people who are kind to you and it is easy
to be kind to people who agree with you, but it’s not so easy to be kind to people who have a different view.  One of the great
skills that you can learn is to agree to disagree and be respectful of one another.  I encourage you to be great examples of
that as we move into the end of this year and the start of next year.

In conclusion, congratulations, you make us so proud.  I encourage you as you go onto intermediate to  be yourselves and to
take our heart values with you.  You will always be in our hearts.

Thank you very much.

Leavers Ceremony
Last Thursday we farewelled our Year 6 students.  As always this was a very moving and emotional event.  For the first
time it was live streamed and parents were able to watch it at home.  There were a couple of hiccups with the sound on
the live stream which have since been rectified.  Here is a link to the updated stream.  This link can only be viewed until
Friday so if you have not had the chance to watch it yet I would recommend that you do so.  Feel free to share the link
with relatives; let’s share our tamariki’s  successes!

Leavers Ceremony 2021

If you watch through to the end of the ceremony you will see some very funny video clips.
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Prize Giving Recipients
Last Thursday awards were given for academic, music and sport achievement as well as for citizenship, grit and our heart
values. Below is a list of the children who received these awards.  Congratulations to all of these students.

GRIT Trophy
Runner Up - Reta P
Winner - Olivia K

Music Awards
Runner Up - Kayla E
Winner - Hazel Y

HEART Trophy
The Atkinson Family (Randi)

Academic Award
Most Improved Scholar  Runner Up -
Charlee S
Most Improved Scholar Winner - Taani N

Kapa haka Awards
Girls  Runner Up - Charlee-May F
Girls Winner - Holly S
Boys Runner Up - Liam S and Siiali T
Boys Winner - Cooper H

Sports Awards
Girls Runner Up - Isla-Rose C
Girls Winner - Holly S
Boys Runner Up - Tajimi P
Boys Winner - Rylan O

Citizenship Award
Girls Runner Up - Aria H
Girls Winner - Charlee-May F
Boys Runner Up - Liam S
Boys Winner - Oliver B

Academic Award

Girls General Excellence Runner Up -
Nyah A
Girls General Excellence Winner - Gwen C
Boys General Excellence Runner Up -
Rylan O
Boys General Excellence Winner - Joel P

Kiwican
Winner:  Liam S

Academic Award
Dudley Effort & Achievement - Alex H
Dudley Effort & Achievement - Annabelle P

Awa Effort & Achievement - Skyla C
Awa Effort & Achievement - Race R

Thank You
A huge thank you to Tracey Mora for the huge amount of work that went into the Leavers Ceremony; hours of videos were
filmed and edited to make this another slick production.

Thanks to all the teachers (and other staff), across the school, who have contributed to our Year 6 students being
fabulous, talented and confident young people.  You have all helped to prepare them for the next stage of their learning
journey.

HEART Trophy

Each year we present a BAS HEART trophy.  This trophy has been donated by Aaron and Casey Reid, in memory of
Bronwyn Reid, who passed away in 2015.  This trophy can be presented to a child, a parent or a family who consistently,
over time, have shown our school HEART values;  in doing so they have positively impacted on the lives of others.

We are thrilled to announce that this year's HEART Trophy was presented to Randi Atkinson on Thursday night.   Randi has
been a  member of the PTA for a number of years.  Randi helps across the school in many areas; in particular she is
responsible for many of the playground markings you see around the school.  As well as leading the PTA Randi is on our
Fundraising Committee and she is a reading mentor.  Randi has put much time and effort into our school; all for the
benefit of our tamariki.

Congratulations Randi on being our 2021 HEART recipient.

I love my Job
The last of the sixty children getting their ice creams last Thursday. The most popular flavour was SLIME LIME. Well done
to them all for earning double wristbands!
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Farewelling Year 6 Students
On the last day of term we have our traditional Poi/Haka Ceremony to farewell all the children and staff that are leaving
Banks Avenue School.  Parents and whānau are invited to join us on the back court at 12:00pm for this very emotional
ceremony.

Students will return to class after the ceremony and then be dismissed from there (12:30pm approximately) .

QUOTES
Our Year 6 quotes are published on the library wall.  If you get a chance, have a read; there is a lot of wisdom from our
young people.

Parent Meetings
In 2022 we will begin the year with two days where parents will be able to make an appointment to come and meet with
the class teacher/teachers.  These meetings will happen on Monday 31 January and Tuesday 1 February.
On the bottom of your child's report that came home last Wednesday it will tell you what class they are in next year.  You
will need this information to make an appointment for our Meet the Teacher days next year.  It is a good idea to make this
appointment as soon as possible and then put it in your diary for 2022.

Appointments will be 15 minutes long unless your child is a New Entrant (in Rooms 9 and 10); new entrants will have a
20 minute slot.  If you are making more than one appointment then please leave a slot between appointments as this will
allow you time to get from one class to another.  Children should attend these meetings with parents.

To make an appointment go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter our school code d9kw5. Bookings close Thursday

27 January 2022 at 12:00pm.

Mihi Whakatau - Wednesday 2 February 2022, 9:00am on the backcourt.
Banks Avenue School has a tradition of welcoming new students and staff with a Mihi Whakatau (formal speeches of
welcome).  Children can come straight to the backcourt with their bags - no need to go to their classroom until after the
mihi whakatau.  We begin with all the tangata whenua (existing children and staff) seated facing Dudley Creek and the
Manuhiri (visitors) will walk in and sit facing the tangata whenua.  This will be followed by some waiata (songs) and
speeches.  Then we invite the manuhiri to come forward and be officially welcomed to Banks Avenue School.  They will no
longer be manuhiri but tangata whenua as well.  This event will be followed by some kai.  Parents will be invited to stay for
a cuppa and a biscuit and children will be given some fruit.  We look forward to seeing lots of happy children and their
whānau.
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New School: https://snowgrass.co.nz/cust/school/banks_ave/

School Uniform
Our school uniform can now be purchased through NZ Uniforms: https://banksavenue.nzuniforms.com/. You will need
to go onto their site and set up an account.  They do provide an afterpay option.  If you need help to do this our lovely
office ladies will help you set up an account.  Once ordered the uniform items will be delivered to your home address.

We have sample uniforms, in different sizes in the office.  Please come and check these out before you order as some
uniform sizes seem small and others seem on the large side.

I am thrilled so many parents have brought their children in to try on the new uniform.  These orders will be delivered
over the Christmas break so children will be able to wear their new uniforms in the new year.

Student Successes
Below is a piece of writing by Hazel.  Hazel belongs to St. John Cadets and below she is writing to encourage others to join
cadets.

Why should you join St John Cadets?

At St. John Cadets you learn first aid,communication, petcare, casualty simulation and go on fun

camps.  You complete badges and get awards and over terms you learn about different things.

You also do community service hours to help those around you in the local community.

When you start you are either a Green which is age 8 to 11 or a Blue which is 12+.

At the end of the term you may earn a badge.  They decide who gets the badge by how well you

have been listening and if you completed the activities needed to pass it.

You can search for St John Cadets near your house or near your school.  There is one in Shirley

which is on a Tuesday night at the Delta North Avon Community Centre.  It is not very expensive to

go, only around $15.00 per term.

Before camp they give you options on two or three things you can choose to complete.  You put

your name down to do that badge.  At camp, you also play really fun games and do crafts.  You

can make fake bruises and sleep in bunk rooms.  Usually we stay at Waddington St. John

campgrounds.

I think everyone should join St. John because you learn life lessons and how to stay safe.  You can

use the skills now and take them into the future with you as well.
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Term 4 HEART
Value Focus
Excellence

Hauora Excellence Aroha Respect Togetherness

Our school HEART values are central to all that we do at Banks Avenue School. Once a child has received a HEART token

they hand it into a collection box in their classroom. Teachers tally and record how many tokens each child earns under

each of our values.

- 25 HEART tokens (same value)  - name in newsletter.
- 50 HEART tokens ( same value)  - a wristband.
- Two or more wristbands the same - lunch with the principal.

Ultimately children are trying to earn all five wristbands. Once they have done this and then collected an additional fifty
tokens they will receive the black HEART wristband, which depicts strong school citizenship.

Twenty Five Tokens

Hauora: Fleur G and Harrison R (The Nest); Dallas B and Eimi P (Tui)

Excellence: Jaxon T (Tui)

Aroha: Bailey B (The Nest); Courtney H, Eli M, Lehansa S (Tui)

Respect:  Mujtaba D, Riley W, James F and Liam V (Ruru); Willow M-W (The Nest); Courtney H, Eli M and Jaxon T (Tui)

Togetherness: Samuel F and Katelyn L (Ruru); Harvey A, Kianah U, Astin K, Makani D and Odin J (The Nest)

Fifty Tokens These children have earned their wristband this week.

Hauora: Lennis J, Luca P, Braxton G and Lucas S (Tui)

Excellence: Phoenix K and Amelia W-C (Ruru); Aleya W and Lehansa S (Tui); Hazel B and Willow B (Dudley)

Aroha: Amelia W-C Ruru); Thomas F, Sophia W, Braxton F and Eimi P (Tui); Finn W (Dudley)

Respect: Florence C, Savreen D, Juliette E-F-C, Leyana L-H, Khloe S and Charli G (Ruru); Luca P, Aleya W, Hunter P and

Sophia W (Tui); Aya P (Roto)

Togetherness: George C (Ruru); Dallas B, Sarah W, Courtney H, Lehansa S, Sophia W, Frieda E and Libby C (Tui); Robin

v-H and Keahe D (Roto); Georgia McK (Dudley)

HEART Badge

Congratulations to Finn W of Dudley for earning his HEART Badge.  Well done Finn.

P.I.A. Awards
Well done to the following children from Awa who have worked very hard to earn their P.I.A. Awards:

Silver: Aria H, Race R, Natalia K and Holly S.
Gold: Luke P.

Year 6 Students - Medications Held at Banks Avenue School
If you have medication held in our sick-bay and are leaving Banks Avenue School, can you please come in to the office
and collect it by no later than 12:00pm on Friday 17 December 2021.  Any medications not collected will be disposed of.

Stationery Packs
1. Purchase online through QIZZLE – go to https://schoolpacks.co.nz/ and follow the simple instructions to

purchase all of your stationery requirements and arrange delivery to your home before the school year starts.
2. Purchase your stationery requirements elsewhere.  Please note we will not be selling individual stationery items

at the office.

It is our expectation that all children have their stationery ready to use on the first day back at school!
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Updates from the teams and school events

Junior Module
We have had quite a bit going on in the Junior Module in the last couple of weeks of the term.

Poetry Extravaganza
We had our annual poetry recitation event last Friday.  Each class works
on learning poems ‘off by heart’ and then they have a class competition.
The winners of that are entered in the year group competition.  The
proud winners for each year group are in this photograph holding up
their certificates.  Each competitor also received a Duffy Book.
● New Entrants: 1st: Julian, 2nd: Maggie and 3rd: Lulu.
● Year One: 1st: Amira, 2nd equal: Fleur and Katelyn and 3rd equal:

Dexter and James.
● Year Two: 1st: Macie, 2nd equal: Grace and Eimi and

3rd: Scarlett-Mae.
● Year Three: 1st: Koryn, 2nd: Crystal-Ann and 3rd: Stephanie.

Christmas: End of Year Celebration
We had our annual Christmas event on Tuesday.  Unfortunately we were not able to invite whānau nor local
preschools to be the audience this year.  Hopefully we will be able to have this celebration in our new hall in 2022!

We had the lovely Evelyn signing for us as our 11 brave presenters stood up in front of the 9 Junior Classes to lead
each part of the celebration.  We were very proud of our Year 3 presenters: Stephanie, Anikait, Alissa, Myah, Fern,
Ben, Jacob, Aaron, Aleya, Danielle and Lachie, who took their responsibility seriously, who practised reading  their
script and who helped each other out when needed.

Here are some snaps of the event taking place.  Julian reciting his poem with actions, Delilah singing along with
actions to Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer and Freida receiving her Kiwican award.  We had an impressive range of
headbands and Christmas hats being worn this year. Thank you for helping us with this.

We are sure that many of our children can give you a private show at home and can enthrall you with their singing of
the songs that we showcased this year.
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Other notices
Postponements and events

Banks Avenue School trip or event postponements and or
cancellations will only be advised via Skool Loop, Facebook and
as viewed on our website: www.banksave.school.nz

Absences
If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please let our
school office know using one of the following options:
Phone:  385 4163 / option 3: Text: 027 422 8032, Skool Loop app
or email: absences@banksave.school.nz

Or notify us via our website: www.banksave.school.nz/absences.

If your child arrives at school after 9:00am, they must check in at
the office.  This saves a lot of phone calls for unexplained
absences in order to ensure the safety of all our children.

HEARTBEAT Media 106.7FM
Listen to our students master broadcasting radio. If
you live close to the school (within 6kms) you can
tune into 106.7FM on your radio, to listen.
Programmes are broadcasted every day before
school from 8:30am-9:00am and at lunchtimes
from 12:50pm - 1:20pm.

If you live further away,
you can access
HEARTbeat 106.7FM
online, from our school
website or from the link
on the right.

http://www.banksave.school.nz/heartbeat-1067fm.html
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