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Bienvenidos, karibu, maligayang pagdating, welkom, haere mai Term 3

From the Principal -Te pū kāea a te Tumuaki IMPORTANT DATES
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

--------------------

August

Learning Conversations
Thursday 12 August 1:00-7:45pm

School closes for instruction at
12:30pm

Community Consultation
Forms due back by Friday 13 August

Wednesday 18 August
Netball Break-up 3:00-4:00pm

Monday 23 August
Team Miro Swimming commences

September

Friday 3 September
Junior Module: Delightful Dads

12:00-12:30pm

Saturday 4 September
Open Day - New School

11:00am-1:00pm

Thursday 23 September
Pasifika fono

5:30pm in the Staffroom

Like many of you, I have spring flowers in my garden which seems bizarre as we
plunge back into freezing temperatures again.

This is a mucky week as school closes early at lunch time, on Tuesday and
Thursday.  Teachers love meeting parents and always have positive things to say
about the learning conversations.  If for any reason you can not make your
learning conversation appointment please ring the office, 3854163, to let us know.

Have you got yoyo mania in your household?  This is the last couple of days for
purchasing yoyos through kindo.

Parent Consultation
At Banks Avenue School we believe in working in partnership with parents and
strive to be better than before, building excellence. This survey gives us the
opportunity to capture whānau voice and to look at areas we can improve on.
We thank you for taking the time to give us some feedback. This will only take a
few minutes to complete:  Section 1 is compulsory and will take less than 3
minutes to complete however; Section 2 is optional and will take slightly longer as
we ask for your thoughts.

The final date  for completion is Friday 13 August

This link will take you to our school website:  the short questionnaire sits on the
home page under the latest news.  Please take five minutes to complete it.

Parent Consultation 2021
If you have already filled this in, thank you!

Policies
Banks Avenue School uses SchoolDocs to maintain a comprehensive, up-to-date
set of policies and procedures. These policies and procedures follow guidelines
and legislation and best practice, and have been tailored for our school.

The principal, board, and members of our school community all have access to
SchoolDocs.

Each term we review a number of school policies. This term we are reviewing:

Behaviour Management and Concerns and Complaints

You can help us review these policies by:
1. Visiting the website SchoolDocs
2. Entering the username (banksave) and password (banks).
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3. Clicking the links above.
4. Reading the policy.
5. Clicking the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page.
6. Selecting the reviewer type "Parent".
7. Entering your name (optional).
8. Submitting your ratings and comments.
9. If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with printed copies of the policy and a

review form.

Health and Safety Reminders
Refresh Contact Details
It is vital that we have up-to-date contact details for parents, caregivers and emergency contacts. If you change your
address, email or phone number please let the office know.

Parking
Parking on Banks Avenue can be treacherous; especially at pick up and drop off times.  Please help us by:

● Not parking on the yellow lines; it obscures vision.
● Not driving into the school grounds at pick up and drop off times.
● Not waiting in your car on the opposite side of the road and calling children across to you, unaccompanied.
● Park on River Road and walk to school to pick up children if other parking options are unavailable.

Hazards
If you notice a hazard around the school then please let the teacher or the office know.

Emergency Processes
Attached to this newsletter I have included Safety Procedures - A Parent's Perspective.
Please take a few minutes to read this as it outlines our actions and your role in different types of emergencies. We never
know when an emergency will occur so it is always best to be prepared.  In particular read the section on emergency
contacts.  If you list a person as an emergency contact then they will automatically have permission to pick up your child in
an emergency.  You can list up to ten emergency contacts. You may like to review and update the emergency contact
details we have down for you, especially if you set them some years ago.

We have a fire drill planned for this Friday at 10:15am so if you are on site during the drill please follow the guidelines
outlined below.

Pareawa Banks Avenue School
Webcam
Progress continues on the learning pods and the hall. It’s amazing how much water we have on the site. I hope the
drainage is sorted before we move in!

https://snowgrass.co.nz/cust/school/banks_ave/
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School Name
A reminder that our school name, Pareawa, was gifted to us by Ngāi Tūāhuriri. Pareawa means adorn the banks of the
river.

Window Manifestations
Each learning pod has been given a name linked to our cultural narrative; these are names of plants that would
traditionally adorn the banks of the Otakaro (Avon) River.  Craig Burton, our branding person, has made a visual
manifestation of each of these plants which we will use on the doors and the windows of spaces in our school.  What do
you think?   I think they are beautiful and am looking forward to seeing them become a part of our beautiful new school.

Open Day Saturday 4 September
Hawkins have kindly offered to run an Open Day on our new site; this will allow children, staff, whānau and community
members the opportunity to visit the new school and see the progress first hand.

Hawkins will put on a barbecue lunch for us.  Later we will be asking parents to confirm numbers for the day.  The
sausages will be free.

The PTA will also be running a photo fundraising activity on the day.  We will have some props available (and hopefully a
digger to climb into) and a photographer on hand to take commemorative snaps.  These will be sold as a fundraising
activity.

Hall
I am continuing to work with different companies looking at options for hall lighting and sound.

Class Furniture
Tracey, Tricia and myself are visiting a local school to look at some modern classroom furniture layouts.
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School Uniform Update
Our goal is to phase out our old uniform over 2021 and 2022 and ultimately have year 1-5 in our new uniform for the start

of the 2023 school year.

The push from Term 4 this year will be to begin to transition into the new uniform.

The BOT have gone with a web based sales model.  This means that:

● NZ Uniforms will set up a web based shop accessible through our school website.  No retail purchase option will

be  available.

○ The web based model is a cheaper option for parents.

○ Also the NZ Uniform retail shop is based in Sockburn so accessing it would be a barrier for many.

○ Our office ladies will be able to help those parents without access to technology to order online.

● We will have samples of uniform items, in different sizes, available at school; however, all purchases will be made

through the web shop.

● Uniform items will be delivered straight to parents homes.

○ A delivery fee of approximately $7 will be charged by NZ Uniforms.

● No school name, Pareawa Banks Avenue School, will appear on uniform items until July 2022. The BOT are

adamant that the new name for our school will not be used until we are officially onsite hence this decision.

○ Sweatshirts and polos will be printed with the school HEART logo until July 2022, after July 2022

sweatshirts and polos will have the HEART logo and the new school name.

Next Steps

● NZ Uniforms will set up our BAS uniform webshop. This will be done in the next few weeks.

● We will set up a display of sample uniform items, in differing sizes, that parents can access to check sizes.

○ We will offer some after school viewing times for parents to be able to do this.

● From Term 4 2021 parents will be able to order new uniform items on our website through the NZ Uniforms

portal.

Note:
● For the next eighteen months it is acceptable if children wear a mixture of the old and the new uniform.
● If you have any old uniform items you would like to donate to the uniform shop it would be appreciated as this

will help us through this transition period.

I love my job

The pride on their faces!
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National Winner
Our entry into Showquest won the national junior section. Created by making one thousand paper cranes this outfit was
a very worthy winner.  I love it that our children and our staff achieve excellence on a national platform.

Food for Thought

I read a great article last night on parenting; see the link below.  Victoria Prooday highlighted some glum statistics and

stated many of us are depriving our young people of a healthy childhood.  Below I have summarised some of her key

points. What do you think? Are there any areas you can improve on?

The Silent Tragedy Affecting today’s children

Victoria believes today’s children are being deprived of the fundamentals of a
healthy childhood, such as:

● Emotionally available parents.
● Clearly defined limits and guidance.
● Responsibilities.
● Balanced nutrition and adequate sleep.
● Movement and outdoors.
● Creative play, social interaction, opportunities for unstructured times

and boredom.
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Instead, children are being served with:
● Digitally distracted parents.
● Indulgent parents who let kids “Rule the world”.
● Sense of entitlement rather than responsibility.
● Inadequate sleep and unbalanced nutrition.
● Sedentary indoor lifestyle.
● Endless stimulation, technological babysitters, instant gratification, and absence of dull moments.

She states that if we want our children to grow into happy and healthy individuals, we have to wake up and go back to the
basics:

● Set limits and remember that you are your child’s PARENT, not a friend.
● Offer kids a well-balanced lifestyle filled with what kids NEED, not just what they WANT.  Don’t be afraid to say

“No!” to your kids if what they want is not what they need.
● Provide nutritious food and limit snacks.
● Spend one hour a day in green space: biking, hiking, fishing, watching birds/insects.
● Have a daily technology-free family dinner.
● Play one board/card game a day.
● Involve your child in one chore a day (folding laundry, tidying up toys, hanging clothes, unpacking groceries,

setting the table etc).
● Implement a consistent sleep routine to ensure that your child gets lots of sleep in a technology-free bedroom.
● Teach responsibility and independence.
● Don’t over-protect them from small failures.  It trains them in the skills needed to overcome life’s greater

challenges.
● Don’t pack your child’s backpack, don’t carry her backpack, don’t bring to school his forgotten lunch box/agenda,

and don’t peel a banana for a 5 year old child.  Teach them the skills rather than do it for them.
● Teach delayed gratification and provide opportunities for “boredom” as boredom is the time when creativity

awakens.
○ Don’t feel responsible for being your child’s entertainment crew.
○ Do not use technology as a cure for boredom.
○ Avoid using technology during meals, in cars, restaurants, malls.  Use these moments as opportunities to

train their brains to function under “boredom”.
○ Help them create a “boredom first aid kit” with activity ideas for “I am bored” times.

● Be emotionally available to connect with kids and teach them self-regulation and social skills:
○ Turn off your phones until kids are in bed to avoid digital distraction.
○ Become your child’s emotional coach.
○ Teach them to recognize and deal with frustration and anger.
○ Teach greeting, turn taking, sharing, empathy, table manners, conversation skills.
○ Connect emotionally - smile, hug, kiss, tickle, read, dance, jump, or crawl with your child.

Victoria pleads that we must make changes in our kids’ lives before this entire generation of children will need to be
medicated!  It is not too late to make some positive changes!

Starting School

We wish Benjamin from Room 8 (The Nest) and his family a very

big warm welcome to our Banks Avenue School Community.
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Term 3 HEART
Value Focus
Excellence

Hauora Excellence Aroha Respect Togetherness

Our school HEART values are central to all that we do at Banks Avenue School. Once a child has received a HEART token

they hand it into a collection box in their classroom. Teachers tally and record how many tokens each child earns under

each of our values.

- 25 HEART tokens (same value)  - name in newsletter.
- 50 HEART tokens ( same value)  - a wristband.
- Two or more wristbands the same - lunch with the principal.

Ultimately children are trying to earn all five wristbands. Once they have done this and then collected an additional fifty
tokens they will receive the black HEART wristband, which depicts strong school citizenship.

Twenty Five Tokens

Hauora: Willow B (Dudley)

Excellence: Darius P, Brayden N and Willow M-W (The Nest)

Aroha:

Respect: Kaiya P (Dudley)

Togetherness:

Fifty Tokens These children have earned their wristband this week.

Hauora: Piper M (Dudley)

Excellence: Heidi L and Daniel L (Roto)

Aroha: Robin v-H and India-Rose M (Roto); Oliver B and Jakob G (Dudley)

Respect: Sophie B (Dudley)

Togetherness:
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PTA
Are you able to help the PTA with the uniform room? We need someone to be the shopkeeper for 2–3 Fridays a term
from 2:45-3:00pm.  We would also like volunteers to help sort the lost property bins (3 in total) to see if we can unite
owners with their uniform left behind or if not give it to the uniform shop.  This can be done at any time and you can
have your under 5 year old with you.  The job just needs to be done twice a term.  Lastly there is a job tidying the
uniform room.  Sort the uniforms into their shelves. This again could be done at any time and with the commitment of
other children.  We really appreciate your help. The money from the uniform shop goes to the hardship fund and helps
Banks Avenue children that need extra help.

Upcoming PTA Events:

● Hells Pizza Lunch - Friday 3 September.  Orders will open on Monday 16 August and will be through Kindo
only.

● Next PTA Meeting - Monday 23 August at 7:00pm in the staffroom.  All welcome.

MyKindo - PTA Online Order

The PTA are selling the following items through the
MyKindo Ap:

- Munch Ethical Eco Essentials
- Precious Labels
- Beekeepers Honey and Products

Please support the PTA by ordering these fundraising
items.  Thanks for your ongoing support.
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Safety Procedures - A Parent’s Perspective
Inside the door of every classroom is an Emergency Guideline booklet.  This has a page devoted to the different
scenarios we may face at school, e.g., fire, chemical spill, flood, earthquake etc.  These guidelines provide
support and information for teachers and staff.

Below I have drafted some guidelines for parents in different emergency situations. As with all guidelines we
have them in place to give us a process to follow in an emergency, however, every event is situational and the
process may change or be adapted.

Fire and Evacuation Procedure
We have a fire drill and evacuation practice once a term.  The signal for a fire or to evacuate is a continuous
bell.   In an evacuation we have staff playing key roles:

● Our office manager manages us.  She takes the emergency bag out and checks off classes and adults
once we are assembled.

● Emi from the office takes out the office tablet that visitors to the school have signed in on.  She checks
off to make sure that all visitors are present and safe.

● Our caretaker, Mike, identifies the source of the alarm.  Our alarm ringing triggers an emergency at our
alarm company.  If it is not a scheduled practise the caretaker needs to double check that the fire
brigade has been rung.  The caretaker will do a visual check of the area where the alarm has been
triggered.  If it turns out to be a false alarm he notifies the fire brigade and the alarm company. He is a
key person liaising with the principal who is on the field overseeing the evacuation process.

● Rebecca from the office stays by the alarm panel (outside by the back door to the office).  She is there
to meet and greet the fire brigade and show them where the panel is and point them in the direction of
the emergency.

● Teachers’ prime duty is to get children safely and calmly to our assembly area by the back fence.  They
will have checked the toilet areas before leaving their class and collected a class roll to check off. Once
they are assembled on the back field, teachers do a roll check and send a runner to Colleen who is
checking off classes.  To help with a visual of this all classes have a red room tag.  As they check in
these are handed to one of the DP’s to display on the ground.  Any students missing need to be
identified at this stage and the information passed onto the principal.

● Other staff have areas to check before they make their way to the field, e.g., the library.
● The principal, who is officially the fire supervisor, oversees the evacuation process and receives all key

communications.
○ Has the fire brigade been rang?
○ Are all students and adults accounted for?
○ Have we identified the area where the alarm was triggered?
○ Are we sure it is safe to return to classes?  Has the area been checked by the caretaker?
○ Is there a fire?  What else needs to happen?  Who else needs to be notified?

Once it is absolutely certain that it is safe to return to classes the principal gives the all clear over the loud hailer
and teachers take children back to their rooms.  If the alarm stops it does not mean it is safe to go back to
classes.  The official all clear must be given by the principal or person in charge.

Guidelines for parents during an evacuation
If you are on the school grounds and hear a continuous alarm:

● Make your way to the back field (you will see classes beginning to assemble).
● Check in with the office staff.  Colleen will be busy initially checking off classes.  Emi will have the sign in

tablet from the office so if you have signed in on the tablet previously see her.
● If you have just arrived and did not have the chance to sign in on the tablet in the office let Emi know so

she can note you as an extra.
● Under no circumstances enter any buildings until the all clear is given.
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● Stay assembled with the adults in the middle of the field allowing the teachers to manage and check
their classes.

We ask parents or whānau members who are visiting the school for a length of time  e.g., helping
in classes, here for a reading session, doing PTA work etc., to sign in on the office tablet.  We do this

so we have a record of and can account for all people on our school  grounds at any time.

What would happen if we were evacuated on the field for a long time?
● Once we know the nature of the emergency we will contact parents via Facebook, Skool Loop and the

website if possible (communication role).  We will have the school cell phone with us.
● We will make a plan for basic needs, e.g., toileting, food, water, warmth, first aid etc.
● Students will be assembled in whānau groups (for comfort). A teacher will be assigned to each whānau

group, potentially 20-25 students in each group. A group list will be compiled.
● No building will be re-entered until checked by suitable personnel, e.g., Fire Service or engineer.
● The MOE will be contacted.
● All information, in and out, needs to be fed through the principal and recorded on our Communication

Log. This should be accessible to senior management.
● When applicable we will do a managed release/reunification of students to their parents.  This would

involve the parent checking in with the teacher managing the students and signing their children out.
○ Students can only be released to parents or those people who have been identified on our

system as emergency contacts.
■ You can list up to ten people as an emergency contact - this would give them permission

to pick your child up in an emergency.
○ If you can not get to school and want someone else to collect your child who is NOT an

emergency contact then:
■ Ring the office 3854 163 or email office@banksave.school.nz. Give the full name of the

person who you are nominating to pick up your child and to verify your identity and give
your address.

○ No child will be able to leave with an adult without being signed out by an approved adult.
Children should never be taken without this process occuring.

If you discover a fire:
● Remove yourselves and others from the immediate danger.
● Raise the alarm.  Find the fire alarm switch, break the glass and trigger the alarm.  This alarm will trigger

a full school evacuation to the back field.
● Ring 111.
● If it is safe, contain the fire and smoke by closing doors and windows between you and the fire.
● Make contact with the school office, ideally the Principal so they are aware of the situation and can

confirm the brigade has been rung.

Attempting to extinguish a fire:
● Only if conditions permit should any adult attempt to put out a fire.
● No attempt should be made to put out a fire unless the Fire Service has been called and everyone is

evacuated and accounted for.
● Also take into account the size and location of the fire and your ability to access and retreat from it.

Earthquake Procedure Follow the guidelines if you are at school during an earthquake.
In all contexts:

● Move to a safe place.  Take no more than a few steps. DROP, COVER and HOLD.
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Adults  will:
● Look after their own safety - DROP, COVER and HOLD.
● Verbally instruct students to - DROP, COVER and HOLD.
● Encourage students to stay quiet and calm.

After the shaking stops:
● Encourage students to stay in the turtle position until the teacher gives the all clear.

The adults will:
● Assess the damage - identifying any person who may be hurt.
● Begin the evacuation procedure if it has been signalled by management (continuous bell) or if they are

concerned about the safety of the area they are in. Notify management of concerns.

Management will:
● If necessary, trigger a continuous bell, the same as a fire alarm, to begin the Evacuation process.
● Distinguish between minor and major quakes.  Small shakes or aftershocks may not require evacuation

of the building.

Following a serious Earthquake:
● We normally evacuate to the back field.  If there is liquefaction this may change to an alternate location,

e.g., court area.
● Students will be assembled in whānau groups (for comfort). A teacher will be assigned to each whānau

group, potentially 20-25 students in each group. A group list will be compiled.
● No building will be re-entered until checked by suitable personnel, e.g., Fire Service or engineer.
● The MOE will be contacted.
● When applicable we will do a managed release of students to their parents.  This would involve the

parent checking in with the teacher managing the students and signing their children out.  No child will
be able to leave with an adult without being signed out. Children should never be taken without this
process occuring.

● A well-being/first aid person/people will be nominated to deal with and monitor injuries.
● Parents will be contacted via Facebook, Skool Loop and the website if possible (communication role).

We will have the school cell phone with us.
● We will have another person monitoring social media, radio and other channels for updates.
● All information in and out needs to be fed through the principal and recorded on our Communication

Log. This should be accessible to senior management.

Lockdown Procedure
A lockdown involves the full school:  it  may be triggered for a variety of reasons, e.g., a bee swarm, a
dangerous dog or a chemical spill.  A shelter in place is less serious and is usually isolated to a particular area
of the school and may occur occasionally because of an agitated or upset child.   The following instructions
refer to a full school lockdown.

Adults  will notify the office if they believe there is a reason the school needs to go into lockdown.
● Give reason for lockdown - identifying the source of information and as many details as possible.  The

office will be recording this verbatim so be prepared to repeat your statement.
● A contact name and number needs to be given so we can ring you back if necessary.

A lockdown is in progress if an intermittent bell rings or if Code Red is stated on the intercom.
Teachers will:

● Secure classrooms, locking all doors and windows and pulling curtains.  Turn off lights.  Make sure cloak
bays are secure.

● Encourage children to sit quietly and calmly away from windows and doors.
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● Initiate a roll call identifying and naming any children or adults who are with them in the room.
Complete the attendance register and share it with the office digitally.

● Inform the office (email or cell, try to avoid ringing as it blocks lines) of any child with an injury or illness
and the level of support they may need.

● Place a red card, with a cell phone number, in the window if assistance is needed.
● DO NOT let children access digital devices, e.g., cell phones or Ipads unless supervised.  Never let

students access youtube or social media during a lockdown.
● Try not to phone the office (it will block lines) - communicate via email office@banksave.school.nz or

cellphones.
● Listen to the intercom for updates.

If a lockdown occurs during a break period, e.g., lunch time:
● Duty teachers and adults will herd children to the following areas:

○ Junior school into rooms 8, 9 and 10.
○ Tūi, Kiwi and Kea.
○ Dudley.
○ Rooms 26 and 27.

Parents;
● Depending on the time of day parents may be aware there is a lockdown because of the bells ringing

intermittently or because senior management are outside marshalling parents into a safe area.
● If parents are present at the start of a lockdown then they may choose to accompany children to their

classes, e.g., during the cross country day.  If they do this they will be expected to:
○ Obey the teacher’s instructions.
○ Stay in the lockdown area until it is agreed they can leave.
○ Not expect to take their child without it being agreed to by management (not the teacher).

● On rare occasions, as on 15 March 2020, we may be in a position to do a controlled release to parents.
○ Make sure you sign your child out with the adult supervising them.
○ Leave the grounds quickly; do not worry about bags, or bikes etc.

● If a lockdown is in progress and parents are not on site  (but aware there is a lockdown) then:
○ Please stay away until you are notified to pick up your child.
○ Follow school updates on the Skool Loop or on our Facebook page.
○ If you arrive at school during a lock down it is unlikely you will be let into your child's class. If

possible and if it is safe, we will let you into the admin area.
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